
1 

The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the 43
rd

 Annual General Meeting 

held on Saturday 3rd November 2012 at 2.00pm 

at East Coker Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

Present:  James Fewkes (in the chair) and 21 members 

Apologies:  Phil Bradshaw, Eileen Cripps, David Fawthrop and John Oliver 

 

Minutes of the last meeting –  The Minutes were read, approved and signed. 

 

Matters Arising  -  There were no matters arising. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

James Fewkes reported as follows.  The vast majority of walk leaders have continued to volunteer their 

services.  A few have retired but new leaders have been willing to take over.  I thank the continuing 

leaders but mention particularly the new volunteers: Miriam Arscott, Lorna and Richard Boulter, David 

Burnett and Steph Loosemore.  On Thursdays we have maintained our separate programmes of 

moderately paced and easy paced walks.  On the first weekend of each month there have been half-day 

walks.  On Sundays there have been full-day walks.  Attendance at Thursday walks continued to be good.  

The principal social events were (1) the C Walk Christmas lunch at The Muddled Man, West Chinnock 

organised by Gerry Ellis with the walk led by Peter Budworth, (2) the D Walk Christmas lunch organised 

at the Rose and Crown, East Lambrook by J’Ann Hart with the walk lead by Ted and Jenny Woodruffe-

Peacock, (3) in July the C Walk Summer Supper organised by Marian Pattison at the Royal Oak, 

Hardington Moor and (4) the D Walk Summer lunch organised by J’Ann Hart at The Prince of Wales, 

Ham Hill.   In mid-April John Oliver organised a successful four day walking holiday in the Isle of 

Wight.  I always welcome suggestions from members who are willing to offer to organise such events as 

these. 

 

The footpath secretaries have continued to work on matters concerning possible footpath diversions.  

Unfortunately there were fewer opportunities for Footpath Working Parties to operate than we would 

have wished but we were able to help with ongoing surveys for the SCC.  A number of members continue 

to serve as Footpath Liaison Officers for the SCC parish-based scheme and others have had success with 

SCC in getting maintenance work done on footpaths. 

 

Our programmes have continued to be made available to the general public via libraries, tourist 

information centres and in other places.  Our Publicity Secretary organised a special promotional walk 

from Cocklemoor CP, Longport in December as part of the Festival of Winter Walks.  We were 

represented at the May Bank Holiday Fayre organised by South Somerset District Council at Yeovil 

County Park.  I conclude my report by taking the opportunity to thank the officers, committee members, 

walk-leaders, walk backmarkers and all others who have contributed generously in many ways for the 

benefit of members of the group and the wider public. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
The means by which information is disseminated from Central Office has definitely changed since the 

days when it was a ‘paper factory’.  Much of what used to be sent to secretaries can now be accessed by 

any member from the RA’s internet site.  Correspondence that goes out from me is mostly comprised of 

welcoming letters, enclosing a copy of the walks programme current at the time, to new members or a 

letter sending details to a prospective member. 

 

The membership of the Group as at 1/10/2011 was 379 but the nearest as at 1/10/2012 shows that there 

has been a small drop to 376.  This is not the increase the  RA had targeted.  
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As Somerset Area no longer has an Area Membership Officer who received and split membership reports 

amongst the Groups, Central Office has been asked to provide membership reports to each Group 

separately.  It turns out that their database cannot do this satisfactorily but they are working on it.  In the 

meantime, Area is looking for a volunteer who would be willing to receive membership reports by email 

for the whole Somerset Area and to split them and forward relevant sections to each Group.  

 

Subscriptions for the past year terminated on 30
th
 September 2012 but it appears that the same rates of 

subscription are to apply for another 6 months up to 31/03/2013.  New small brochures for 1
st
 October 

2012 onwards have been issued by Central Office for prospective members and are available from me. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our current balance is £586.66 

We have had a £10 donation from Lawrence Cox. 

We have spent £523.79 against a budget of £565.00 

Last year our total spend was £663.31 which included a £200 refund so we only really spent £463.31. 

Most of the increase is due to a one off expense for training. 

 

Central Office has said we have a high ratio of funds to expenditure. The ratio of ‘reserves’ to annual 

expenditure should be about 60% (40% to 80% is the prescribed range). At the end of the last 

financial year we had £599.62 and an expenditure of £463.31. This gives a ratio of 129.4%. 

We have been regarding £315.27 as a ‘Leisure contingency fund’. This is the accumulated surplus 

from coach trips and was intended to cover any losses of future trips. However we have not organized 

a coach trip for some years and as part of a charity it is difficult to justify keeping surplus funds for a 

long period with no clear plan to spend it. Without it our ratio would be about 60% 

The committee decided in June to reduce our surplus by asking for less funding for next year than we 

expect to spend. We have received £450 and expect to spend £600. 

 

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Roger Cripps and seconded by Wendy Yates.  

The Report was accepted unanimously. 

 

Programme Secretary’s Report 

Sadly I have to announce that this will be my last year as Chairman and Programme Secretary.  I have had 

a severe heart problem for 2-3 years which has severely curtailed my walking and frankly at times makes 

walking quite unpleasant.  I wish to cut down attendance on D walks in the coming year.  If leading I can 

control the pace.  The Committee and Group need to think about this position.  I will be putting an 

advertisement in the Chairman’s newsletter next February and invite people to come forward.  The two 

jobs can be split.  Different secretaries for C and D walks.  Going out and getting new walk leaders can no 

longer be undertaken.   

 

We have received a Somerset Rambling notice stating that we should not say ‘No Dogs’ on walks on the 

grounds of the Disability Act.  When a leader wishes to have no dogs on a walk in order to comply with 

the Disability Act we shall have to use the phrase ‘Registered Assistance Dogs Only’. 

 

The Summer Supper – we are looking for alternatives for the C Group.  The Rose and Crown, East 

Lambrook has changed hands so it will be not possible to book in time.  The Old Forge, Curry Rivel is 

being investigated.  Prince of Wales, Ham Hill has a room and is a possibility but the question of price 

and space (limited numbers) will be investigated further.   

 

Sunday walks are going well.  There are plenty of new leaders and all gaps have been filled.   
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Footpath Secretaries 

Dick Male – East 
Dick Male reported only one proposed diversion in the past year.   Lots of footpath diversions confirmed.   

 

Roger Cripps – West 

There has been little activity in the area this year. There have been two confirmations of diversion 

orders, one at Combe St.Nicholas and one at East Chinnock.  One extinguishment confirmation at 

Chard, one addition to the definitive map at Chiselborough (subject to Landowners appeal) and 

success in Shepton Beauchamp with a rejection by the Planning Inspectorate of an objection to a path 

addition to the map.  

There have been no new diversion applications.  

 

South Somerset Volunteer Group  
The Group now numbers 7 people and could do with a few more names.  The group has not been too 

busy during the last year.  The most regular task has been the quarterly surveys for SCC where we 

check the paths given us for ease of use.  One major task was the replacement of a footbridge and stile 

at Westport and there are one or two similar jobs in the offing. 

It appears that SCC can allocate only one task per group per month as the Warden needs to 

arrange/supervise matters.  We haven’t had even that amount of tasks allocated. 

A bridleway clearance at Barton St. David and a similar job is planned at Somerton. 

Members of the group have not been able to identify potential work and we should publicise our 

willingness to perform footpath tasks, perhaps with other PPLOs or parish councils. 

  

Gerry Ellis informed the meeting that regarding the High Ham issue, the farmer has died but the 

appeal is still continuing 

 

Norman Browne reported that a footpath in the Yeovil area linked to the country park through Nine 

Springs was under threat from more cars on a lane currently designated a footpath and garages are being 

constructed.  SSDC know of the problem.  Footpath secretaries are only informed of footpath diversions, 

not planning applications. 

 

Jean Verkroost – North – nothing to report. 

Paul Cullen-James – South – nothing to report. 

Countryside Officer – vacant post.   

 

Publicity Officer’s Report 

It has been a quiet year but we enjoyed the May Country Fayre.  We are sending out brochures, 

putting brochures in libraries and relevant sporting shops.  Next year we are not attending the Country 

Fayre but Derek Lucas is leading a walk on 11 May.  This will be widely advertised with posters.  550 

programmes are printed of which 275 are sent out to members, leaving 275 programmes to go 

elsewhere. 

 

Election of Officers 

There has been no change in the officers in the last year and all members are willing to continue.  Mr 

Fewkes indicated that he is willing to stand for a further year.   

 

Chairman and Programme Secretary: James Fewkes Unanimous  

Secretary: Ian Rendall 

Treasurer: Derek Lucas 

Programme Secretary Weekend Walks: Jean Verkroost 

Footpath Secretaries:  

North  Jean Verkroost 

East  Dick Male 

South  Paul Cullen-James 

West  Roger Cripps 

Minutes Secretary: Linda Fawthrop 
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Countryside Officer:  Vacant 

Publicity Officer Wendy Yates 

Working Party Organiser Roger Cripps 

 

Election of Committee 

The nine members elected to the Committee were: Roger Cripps, Linda Fawthrop, James Fewkes, Ruth 

Goodland, Mervyn King, Derek Lucas, John Oliver, Ian Rendall and Wendy Yates. 

Committee proposed by Gerry Ellis and seconded by Daphne Denney.   

 

Appointment of Accounts Verifier 

It was agreed Peter Bradford be re-appointed as verifier for the accounts for the coming year.   

 

Appointment of Representatives for the Somerset Area Council Meeting 

Ruth Goodland and Mervyn King were appointed to be the representatives on the Somerset Area Council.   

 

Relationship of Somerset Area to the individual Groups 

The Area Committee has lost confidence in its method of communication.  There are many vacant posts.  

There will be a meeting of the Area in January.  At this meeting we will be discussing our purpose and 

how to bring the Groups closer together.  The Ramblers Somerset Area Annual General Meeting on 10 

February 2013 is hoping that volunteers will fill the vacant committee positions.   

 

Ruth Goodland reported that the Area is looking to update the Web site.  The Area has 8 Groups and a 

paid web site organiser is being sought  to organise the site.  A problem is that two consecutive 

programmes cannot be run simultaneously so a cut off occurs when a programme is still current and 

before the new programme is operative.   

 

It is proposed that to save costs, the Area Newsletter should not be sent out in paper format.  If members  

wish to receive the newsletter by post they should let Ian Rendall, the secretary know by completing the 

form in the latest newsletter.  Ian Rendall is happy to collect the forms.  Currently 26 South Somerset 

members receive their programmes by computer. 

 

An independent feasibility study for a possible Somerset Walking Festival is in progress and a report 

should be ready by the end of December.   

 

Any other Business 
National Database of Walks – the Ramblers are in the process of organising a National Database of Walks 

of high quality.  

 

Norman Browne reported on the Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks, guided walks in association with the 

Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines..  The programme is now produced by the Ramblers and funded by all 

the areas of Somerset, Avon, Wiltshire and Dorset.  Total number of walkers 395, average per walk 12, 

number using the train 288.  The Olympics reduced the number of walks.  Daphne Denney, Richard Colls 

and Norman Browne will be meeting to discuss the programme for 2013.  Somerset Area will be asked 

for a small contribution (£50).   

 

Date and time of Next Meeting – Saturday 2
nd

 November 2013 at East Coker Village Hall at 2pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 3.05pm. 


