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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the 46th Annual General Meeting 

held on Saturday 7th November 2015 at 2.00pm 

at East Coker Village Hall 

 

 

 

 
Present:  Wendy Yates (in the chair) and 19 members 

Apologies:  Jim and Sheila Fewkes, Phil Bradshaw, Ann Daziel, Valerie Bower, June Curtis, Paul Cullen-

James 

 

Minutes of the last meeting –  The Minutes were read, approved and signed. 

 

Matters Arising  -  None 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Wendy Yates reported as follows:- 

As I announced at the last AGM I will be standing down as Chairman.  Hopefully we can achieve a 

satisfactory outcome today by filling the post along with the three other positions of D Programme Co-

ordinator and two Area Representatives. 

 

An official thank you was extended to Jim Fewkes who intends to retire as D Group Co-ordinator by the next 

programme issue in February 2016.  He has worked tirelessly for the Group for many years.  It has been 

suggested by the Committee that a D Group walker would be best placed to take over this position. 

 

Rockwell Printers are now being used for our Programmes and the Somerset Rambler at a very realistic price 

well within our budget.  The programmes are to a very good standard, folded and stapled, and not at an 

excessive cost.  Costs can be reduced further by reducing the number being printed.  David Fawthrop is doing 

a brilliant job collating the programme with details provided by June Curtis, Jim Fewkes and Jean Verkroost.  

Ruth Goodland organises the actual printing and although she is stepping down as Area Representative has 

agreed to continue to provide her invaluable help. 

 

In February we hosted the Area AGM at Long Sutton Village Hall.  In a friendly atmosphere tea and cakes 

were provided and a walk was led by Phil Bradshaw and Mervyn King.  Linda Fawthrop took the Minutes and 

many volunteers helped to make the whole event very successful. 

 

In April John Oliver once again arranged a very popular walking holiday in Torquay.  Many favourable 

comments were received and again he generously gave his time in organising walks for everyone to enjoy.  

John is organising next year's holiday in Montenegro. 

 

In July the Summer Supper was held at the Cross Keys, Lydford and was another resounding success with 40 

attending.  A walk led by Mervyn King ensured big appetites and we were not disappointed. 

 

The Committee will be discussing venues for the next Summer Supper to be held on 14 July 2016. 

 

10 December - our Christmas Lunch will once again be held at the Muddled Man  

 

Jean Verkroost who hosts our Web Site has decided to undertake the updating of the South Somerset Walks 

Finder and has started with the Sunday walks. 

 

Wendy thanked the committee for all the time and effort they had put in.  She gave a special thank you to Ruth 

and Mervyn for fulfilling their roles as Area Representatives.  Both are hugely supportive to our Group in 
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many ways and are very valuable members of the Group.  She also thanked Derek Lucas for leading the walk 

before the meeting. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
This year the Ramblers publicity has been all about the Big Path Watch scheme which seems to be an 

extension of reports that were requested about the condition of paths that they requested a year or two back.  

The RA is asking members to report on the condition of paths within square areas into which they have 

divided the country.  The scheme is approximately half way through its allocated time.  The last figures show 

that 43,375 squares have been surveyed and 7616 problems were discovered.  If you are able and interested 

Central Office will be pleased to allocate you an unsurveyed square.  They will endeavour to put pressure on 

authorities to make good any of the defects that are found. 

 

The membership of the Group as at 1 October 2013 was 331, membership as at 2 October 2014 was 326 but 

regrettably, the decline has continued down to 301 on 1 November 2015.  Whilst we are getting new members, 

a greater number are resigning or allowing their subscriptions to lapse.  Because of this the RA want all 

members to continue encouraging new applicants to join. 

 

Once again there has been an increase in the rate of subscriptions applicable up to 30 April 2016 (up by £1 to 

£34 for an individual).   

 

The Secretary wished to thank Wendy Yates for the work she has put in  in the time she has been Chairperson.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our balance at the year end was £622.83. 

We have spent £514.94 which includes £36 on tools for the footpath working party against a budget of 

£671.  Last year our total spend was £639.76. 

 

Our reserves percentage is 121%.  The reserves percentage is the ratio of reserves to annual spend and 

should be between 40% and 80%.  We had budgeted for a new printer to print the programme but 

continued with the old printer who reduced his charges.  We spent £132 on printing against a budget of 

£250.  We spent £162 on stamps to post the programme against a budget of £250.  However, membership 

has declined and more people are receiving their programme electronically. 

 

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Roger Cripps and seconded by David Burnett.  The 

Report was accepted unanimously. 

 

Footpath Secretaries 
Roger Cripps – West - As last year there has been little activity. There has been an appeal against the SCC 

decision to confirm Winterhay Lane, Ilminster as a Right of Way – this is ongoing. 

There have been no new applications for diversions but one or two for upgrades from Footpaths to 

Restricted Byways from the Bridleways Association. 

A diversionary route has been agreed at Fords Croft Farm, West Crewkerne. 

There is an ongoing attempt by the Parish Council to reopen a permitted path under the A30 at Haselbury 

Plucknett – this was closed by the landowner following a dispute with the District Council. 

 

Working Parties 

 We are still undertaking ‘ease of use’ surveys for SCC and I have been told that they will continue 

although we are getting near the end of the ten year cycle (10% are surveyed each year).  We are doing 

more than ever each time and I usually receive 90 paths per quarter to survey. 

  

The Working Party has been busier again this last year and we have undertaken clearance work at Staple 

Fitzpaine (on the Herepath), Norton-sub-Hamdon, Bruton, Closworth and Somerton Lakes. 

Kissing gates, stiles, pedestrian gates and sleeper bridges have been installed at Bruton in several locations. 

 

Publicity Officer’s Report 

Wendy Yates reported there are very few places to distribute leaflets.  Leaflets continue to be circulated to 
libraries and tourist boards.  Twelve envelopes are sent to every town within a radius and two sports shops in 

Yeovil..  The meeting was asked if anyone else would need leaflets.  Daphne Denney suggested doctors 

surgeries .  Posters were occasionally displayed when events are happening.  We should continue to look after 

current members.   
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Area Representative  

Ruth Goodland reported that there were three area meetings a year and an AGM.  Ruth reported thgat at 

the last Area Meeting it had been suggested that the Area Chairman's role should be rotated through the 

Group Chairmen.  However, a new Area Chairman has been appointed and therefore there would be no 

need for any rotation. 

 

As Ruth Goodland and Mervyn King are standing down as Area Representatives and Committee members 

two new Area Representatives need to be appointed.  There were no nominations for these role.  Therefore 

it was suggested a member of the Committee should attend one meeting a year, held on a Saturday, on a 

rotating basis.  Any member of the Committee should be prepared to do that.  However, this meant that the 

onus falls on those already giving their time. 

 

Role of Chairman 
There were no nominations for this role. 

 

Election of Officers 

   Chairman Vacant 

Secretary: Ian Rendall 

Treasurer: Derek Lucas 

Programme Secretaries  

 Sunday Walks: Jean Verkroost 

 Thursday and Saturday C Walks June Curtis 

Footpath Secretaries:  

North  Jean Verkroost 

East  Phil Bradshaw 

South  Paul Cullen-James 

West  Roger Cripps 

Minutes Secretary: Linda Fawthrop 

Publicity Officer Wendy Yates 

Working Party Organiser Roger Cripps 

 

Election of Committee 

The seven members elected to the Committee were: Roger Clarke, Roger Cripps, Linda Fawthrop, Derek 

Lucas, John Oliver, Ian Rendall and Wendy Yates. 

Committee proposed by Daphne Denney and seconded by Brian Roberts.   

 

The meeting was asked if anyone else was prepared to become a committee member.  The committee now 

only consists of seven members.  David Fawthrop indicated he would be prepared to join the Committee.  

Walk leaders to ask walkers whether they would be interested in joining the Committee. 

 

Appointment of Accounts Verifier 
It was agreed Peter Bradford be re-appointed as verifier for the accounts for the coming year.  Proposed: David 

Fawthrop, seconded: Ian Rendall. 

 

Any other Business 
Jim Fewkes indicated he would co-ordinate the D walks for the next programme if absolutely essential but he 

was keen to give up.  David Fawthrop gave the statistics for the current programme.  There were 18 Thursdays 

on which only 9 D walks were running, 6 lead by C walkers and 3 by D walkers.  David Fawthrop agreed that 

shorter Thursday walks, previously labelled D walks,  can be sent to him for inclusion in the programme as no 

D Group Coordinator had been nominated.  It was agreed the classification for  D walks be removed.  We must 

ensure members know that D walks will be incorporated into the programme as a shorter walk.  Roger Cripps 

mentioned that a walk does not have to be 5 miles but could be up to 5 miles.  Ken Pritchard called for longer 

walks on Thursdays and it was agreed these would be added to the programme if  sent to David Fawthrop and 

not via a walks co-ordinator.  The aim is to keep the group going and continue to walk on a Thursday.  This 

was agreed as a solution to the lack of a D Group Co-ordinator.  

 

It was agreed that members should be encouraged to lead walks of any distance without the necessity of having 

to lead a walk on the same day or even at all the next year.   
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Norman Browne reported on the Wessex Wanderer programme of railway guided walks in association with the 

Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines which had been going for nearly 20 years.  The programme is produced by 

the Ramblers Association and funded by all the areas of Somerset, Avon, Wiltshire and Dorset with a 

contribution of £50 each.  Walks were well supported last year with a total number of walkers 542.  The co-

ordinator is stepping down and Daphne Denney is retiring from leading walks.  There is to be a meeting to 

discuss next year's programme. 

 

Date and time of Next Meeting – Saturday 5th November 2016 at East Coker Village Hall at 2pm. 

 


