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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 5
th

 June 2014 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mrs W Yates (Chairman), Mr R Clarke, Mr R Cripps, Mrs R Goodland, Mr M King, Mr 

D Lucas, Mr J Oliver, Mr I Rendall, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes)  

Apologies:   Mrs J. Curtis 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 6 February 2014 
The minutes of the 6

th
 February 2014 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Matters Arising    
Roger Cripps reported that nothing has happened regarding the Mendip Group linking with South 

Somerset working party.  It is not known whether the two groups are going to be working together on 

behalf of the County Council.  An email reminder had been sent but nothing has been heard. Also 

nothing has been heard from Roger Lowe.  

 

Chairman’s Report 
Wendy Yates, the Chairman, thanked Linda and David Fawthrop for the use of their home for this 

meeting and the Committee agreed that the next meeting be held at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne on 

Thursday, 2 October 2014.  Ian Rendell confirmed that the East Coker Village Hall had been booked 

for the Group 2014 AGM on Saturday 1 November.  

 

Regarding the Website Manager, Wendy Yates has not yet heard from Jean Verkroost as to progress.  

She hopes to get an update soon.   

 

As there is no longer a discount for standing order payments, current membership application forms 

should no longer be used. 

 

Treasurer’s Report June 2014 
Our latest balance is £620.58. 

Since the last committee meeting we have paid £52.40 to cover the printing of the last programme and 

£248.00 for postage and envelopes. 

We have received £75.00 as the third instalment of our annual entitlement from area 

We have spent some of the £200.00 we received on tools for the footpath working party. 

The signatories have changed to add Wendy Yates and remove Jim Fewkes. 

As the budget for the next financial year will need to be prepared soon, please advise the Treasurer of 

any none routine expenditure.   

 

Secretary’s Report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 4

th
 June 2014)  

Letters/emails received 

A letter dated 28 April 2014 from SSDC has been received to inform us that an independent inspector 

will be carrying out an examination of the South Somerset Local Plan 2006-2028.  The letter gives 

notice that Examination Hearing Sessions will commence at 10am on Tuesday 10 June 2014 in the 

SSDC Council Chamber, Brympton Way, Yeovil. 
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An email has been received from Mr Norman Turton of Wychwood, 7 Dearley Lane, Martock dated 4 

June.  He and others nearby are most concerned about how an adjacent footpath will be affected by a 

proposed development of 46 houses off Foldhill Lane.  The site extends up to the other side of the 

footpath from him and the locals fear the pleasant environment along the path will be lost.  The path 

reference is 14/01330/OUT. 

 

An email and various reminders have been received from Cental Office regarding  Volunteer 

Development Day arranged in Taunton for Friday, 6 June 2014.  The RA Chief Executive will attend 

in the afternoon.  Four full day training workshops will be held.   

 

RA’s ‘Toolkits’ 

The RA Central Office have toolkits available for (1) Campaigns by members (2) Volunteer path team 

workers (3) Festivals and events 

 

The RA’s Website 
We are informed that long planned changes and improvements to the Association’s website are due 

over the next few months, including a new system to replace the Group Walks Finder.  The RA will 

be advising local web masters of the updates as they are implemented.    

 

The RA ask to be advised of who should edit our Group pages by an email to 

jill.aeppli@ramblers.org.uk. 

 
Membership:- 
Membership has dropped by another 4 since the last report in January.  In May the Group had no new 

members and none were reinstated. 

At 1/06/14 

Individual 100, Joint 108, Individual Concession 51, Joint Concession 50, Life – Individual 3, Life – 

Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 323 

At 02/01/14 

Individual 100, Joint 109, Individual Concession 52, Joint Concession 52, Life – Individual 3, Life – 

Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 327 

 

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) 

Nil to report. 
 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 
Diversion order made (L13/UN) Huish Episcopi 

Diversion order confirmed (L13/UN) Huish Episcopi 

 

Proposed diversion Y24/53 and Y24/54 South Petherton  -  I objected on the grounds that the 

footpaths had been obstructed and instead of diverting them onto pavements (which involved 

crossing a road twice), the obstructions should be removed. The obstructions have been erected 

by the housing developer. 

 

A date has been set in October 2014 for a non-statutory inquiry into the refusal to delete footpath 

L12/33 at High Ham. 
 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

The Planning Inspectorate has advised of a public enquiry to be held on 28th October at High 

Ham.  This is regarding Footpath L12/33 passing Nettlebed Cottage, which has been subject 

to controversy for a long time.  The enquiry is into SCC's refusal to delete the path from 

mailto:jill.aeppli@ramblers.org.uk
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the Definitive Map & Statement.  Carl Earl will attend and deal with any necessary 

statements of case and proofs of evidence. 

 
Footpath Secretary West  (R Cripps) 
Nil to report. 

 
Working Party 

Roger Cripps reported that £155 has been spend on essential tools with £45 still to be spent.  Tools 

have been used by the working party and it is sensible to have our own tools. The working party have 

installed a metal pedestrian gate in Curry Rivel and expect to install more in Martock.  The Group 

have up to eight volunteers although not all are needed for installing gates.  Larger numbers required 

for footpath clearance work.  Work with the Councils involves much paperwork.  The Council require 

lists of names, addresses and contact numbers.  Councils probably find it easier to employ contractors. 

 

The Volunteer Group have just completed the May surveys for Somerset County Council.  83 surveys 

were carried out, a larger number than usual.  Nine volunteers carried out the work. 

 

Programme Report 
Programme Enveloping.  Ian Rendell is on holiday from 3 to 22 July.  He will let Ruth Goodland 

have the envelopes etc for the programme distribution.  Ruth Goodland is also on holiday in July so 

will be unable to attend the Area Meeting on 12 July.  Mervyn King will be attending.  Joan Gubbin 

will let Ruth know when the Somerset Rambler is ready.  If this is before the 12 July John Oliver has 

offered to collect them from her.  Ruth is asking Joan if the address labels can be posted to her when 

they are available (Joan is also on holiday for 3 weeks in June).  It was agreed that by receiving 

programmes members felt they were getting something for their membership.  Wendy Yates will 

email Jim Fewkes to explain that arrangements are changed for this programme due to holidays.   

 

Summer Supper 2014  C Group Supper to be held at The Muddled Man on 17
th
 July 2014. 29 people 

have so far said they are coming.  We should encourage the Sunday walkers to join us.  Thanks to 

Roger Cripps and Ruth Goodland for their efforts in organising the event.   

 

Christmas Lunch 11 December 2014 
The C Group Christmas lunch will be held at the Muddled Man.  Ruth Goodland offered to arrange 

the booking.   

 

Summer Supper 2015 

Discussion took place as to where we could hold the Summer Supper 2015.  We need to have a venue 

ready for the February programme.  It was suggested the venue should be held in a function room of a 

pub that has a large car parking facility.  The venue should seat up to a maximum of 50 people and we 

need a cost for a buffet, preferably in the £10 range.   

 

New Walks Leaders. None.  It is noted that there are less D walk leaders who are having to organise 

more walks.  It is now C walkers who organise a large number of D walks. 
 

Publicity Officer’s Report 
The Somerset Area Media Officer, Carl Earl, is now amalgamating all media/advertising publicity for 

the Somerset Group for items going to the Press in order that we do not  duplicate items of interest.  

We could also recommend a very good Group photographer.  Leaflets are continuing to be delivered 

to shops, libraries, Tourist Boards etc and leaflets are all being taken.   

 

Any Other Business   

Programme Manager 
The Group now has 44 members who have requested their programmes to be emailed.   
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For the second time Linda and David Fawthrop have retyped June’s C  and Saturday walk programme 

which she presents in Excel, into Word so that Jim can coordinate with the other walks and into the 

programme for the printer.  Jim has raised the question that this is a problem that needs resolving.  

House style was also discussed so there is consistency of presentation throughout the programme. 

 

It was agreed that this matter could be discussed at the next meeting when June Curtis will be in 

attendance.   

 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 2
nd

 October 2014 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT. 


