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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 1st February 2018 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mr D Fawthrop (in the chair),  Mr P Bradshaw, Mrs J Curtis, Mr J Oliver, Mr I Rendall,  Mr S 

Thomson, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 

Apologies:   Roger Cripps, Wendy Yates 
 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 5th October 2017 
The minutes of the 5th October 2017 meeting were approved and signed by the Joint Chairman, David 

Fawthrop. 

 

We have two new walk leaders - Jim Turner and June Colledge 
 

Chairman’s Report 
It was agreed that Programme Distribution for the next programme (Apr-Jul) would be 12 July at the 

Summer Supper and 5 July at Neroche for the short walk. 

 

Christmas meal at the Muddled Man went very well and the Committee gave thanks to Ruth Goodland for 

arranging the event.  Ruth has made a provisional booking for 13 December 2018 at the Muddled Man.  

Agreed to this being a firm booking. 

 

Summer Supper  Ruth has made a preliminary booking with the Lamb and Lark at Limington for 7pm on 

Thursday 12 July 2018.  Price for a two course supper will be £15 per head.  Menu will be confirmed 

nearer the time.  Les Stevens has agreed to lead a walk beforehand.   

 

AGM.  Peter Touch is involved with the Tintinhull Village Hall and has suggested it as a future venue for 

our AGM.  Stuart Thomson informed us that the East Coker Village Hall has been booked for the 2018 

AGM and a deposit paid.  The date for the Group AGM was confirmed as 3 November 2018 at 2pm. 

Action:  DF to send Peter Touch's email listing out the costings for the Tintinhull Village Hall for possible 

use in 2019. 

 

Classification of Walks in our programme and the Walk Finder  David Fawthrop referred to Jean 

Verkroost's email re classification.  The categories were read out.  Wendy Yates in an email thought that 

Jean's request for categorisation for the website could be more or less classified as Leisurely or Moderate 

in the case of the shorter walks so perhaps not too difficult to add.  Re information for Jean to put the walks 

on the Walk Finder, she needs a full grid reference (this can be done) and a classification/grading.  The 

general consensus is to put them in as moderate.  John Oliver mentioned the grading is all wrong.  Grading 

on Ramblers Worldwide Holidays far better.  To have our walks listed on web site is a good idea.  It was 

agreed our Thursday walks should be on the Walk Finder. 

Action:  DF to liaise with Jean re the wording of moderate and classification generally. 

 

Phil Bradshaw and June Curtis felt that classification should go back to being named C and D.  This would 

also help people decide on what pace they wished to walk.  June Curtis mentioned that the pace of C walks 

is not as fast as it was previously.   It was agreed there is a lot more crossover between people walking on 

C and D walks.  It was felt more breaks needed on D walks to catch up.  It was agreed we should revert to 

classifying our walks as C and D.  On the front page of the programme it was agreed to put the following 

classification: 
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C Walks 5-7 miles Medium pace 

D Walks Generally between 4-5 miles at a more moderate pace 

It was agreed that mileage should not be too proscribed as this could deter potential walk leaders. 

 

Ruth Goodland's Report 

It was agreed we will want 300 programmes.  Wendy Yates gets left with approximately 25 each session 

but it was felt a reduced number of programmes being printed would not lead to a sufficient cost saving. 

200 copies of the Somerset Rambler.  90 addresses on the email list and we had 205 address labels.  The 

programme should advise that walk leaders should survey the route of their walk at a time near when the 

walk takes place.    

 

Committee Vacancies 

A request for volunteers for the  committee required 'Urgently' be put on the front page.  
 

Treasurers report January 2018 
Net funds as at 14 January stands at £747.73. See attached spreadsheet for details.   The Group's budget for 

2017/18 as outlined in the minutes of the October meeting last was approved in full and payment from 

"Area" is made quarterly.  A large amount of the budget was to cover possible sponsorship of the Ham Hill 

Walking Guide, purchase of new tools for the working parties and payment of travel expenses for the 

working parties - these issues will need resolving on Roger Cripp's return.   Payment of  Rockwell Printer's 

invoice for printing programmes and Rambler News is being made by BACS payment directly from the 

Group's bank account rather than refunding Ruth Goodland who has previously paid the invoice and made 

a claim. 

 

Secretary’s report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 30th.January  2018)  

Letters/Emails received . 

(a)  E-mail from Central Office re the survey in latter part of 2017.    The survey directed to all Groups 

and Areas asking about suggestions of the ways in which C.O. could improve their support to volunteers.  

Here are some of the changes to such support that we may expect in 2018, as a result of the survey 

feedback:- 

“We will be piloting ‘webinars’ – online video conferences where multiple people can join a live training 

session – to increase volunteers’ confidence in using Ramblers digital tools". 

“An improved layout to our online Volunteer Zone to make information more prominent and easy to find". 

“We will be piloting a centrally co-ordinated approach to first aid training in England and Wales, and 

continuing to roll-out first aid training already available in Scotland".  Phil Bradshaw would be willing to 

undertake First Aid training.   

“Our area support team is growing,   To add to our area support officers for the north of England and 

Wales, and our area governance administrator in Scotland, we now have an area support manager and are 

recruiting for an area support officer for south of England". 

“We will be redesigning the Report-it app (Pathwatch) to make reporting and dealing with path problems 

much more efficient everywhere". 

“Researching a new finance system for treasurers.”  

 

 (b)  Newsletters from Vanessa Griffiths (RA's CEO)   Copies of these are being sent to volunteers 

whose email addresses are known and therefore you should receive these as they are issued.   She believes 

the past year has shown that we are all working better as a “team”.   Help has come from the People’s 

Postcode Lottery which is very welcome. For the coming period we need your help to publicise “Britain’s 

Best Walking Neighbourhood Awards”.  

 

(c)  Walk About Festival   We are reminded that a festival is being promoted by The Ramblers and that it 

is scheduled to run from 26 May to 3 June 2018.  There is a lucky draw for up to £1000 to a Group which 

organises a special event for this Festival. 
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(d)  Festival of Winter Walks 2017-18  Patrick Scott, the Walking Festival programme manager at C.O., 

may require a small survey questionnaire answered concerning the festival just gone. 

 

(e)  Access to Woodland (email from Nicky Philpott, Director of Advocacy and Engagement at C.O) 

November 2017 marked the anniversary 800 years since the Charter of the Forest granted ordinary people 

the right of access to Royal forests.  The R.A. is using this anniversary to start a conversation about future 

access, building a base of supporters who will join us in championing the importance of access and echoing 

our calls to improve access to the countryside generally.  They will want people to sign a petition, share 

their views by completing a survey, and helping people to share our New Guide to Open Access. 

 

Ramblers Holidays   ~ Members who book a holiday with Ramblers Worldwide Holidays Ltd. should 

remember to ask for the donation from The Walking Partnership to be sent to the South Somerset Group.     

The amount depends on the number of person/holidays booked.    The Walking Partnership would be 

willing to pay for an advert in our walks programme.  John Oliver mentioned that Ramblers Worldwide 

Holidays and HF are very much more expensive than other holiday companies offering  walking holidays 

with significant single supplements. 

 

Somerset Area Ramblers Meetings  

There has recently been an Area Council meeting on 13th. January 2018 and the next one is due to be held 

on 16th. June 2018.   The Area AGM is to be on 17/02/2018 at Holford Village Hall with the guest speaker 

being Mr. Dan Barnett from the Exmoor National Park. 

 

Membership 
I am pleased to tell you that Father Christmas must have given out some new Rambler subscription 

vouchers as our membership has at last increased by five since the last committee meeting:- 

At  01/01/18 

Individual  100,   Joint  85,   Individual Concession  42,   Joint Concession  28 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

               TOTAL   270 

At  01/10/17 

Individual  94,   Joint  85,   Individual Concession  42,   Joint Concession  29 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

               TOTAL   265 

 

Publicity Officer's Report 
Wendy Yates reported that although of late the membership numbers have been slowly declining, it has 

been quite heartening to see a few new faces joining our shorter walks.  On receiving the programmes for 

April - July she will again email the Blackmore Vale who obligingly enter a few of our walks at random.  

Also Wendy will advertise with posters the Festival of Walks beginning 26 May which may attract further 

members,  plus continued circulation of programmes to local Tourist Offices, Library, Doctors surgeries 

and sports shops. 
 

Web Site Manager 

Jean Verkroost reported there will be a "new look website". She has sent an email to Roger, David, Wendy, 

Phil and June explaining this and the issue of Thursday walks not being in the Online Walks Finder.  

 

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) 

Sutton Montis 

Application  to divert WN 10/16 at Corton Wood Farm. Proposal is too awkward for walkers. Although 

path is directly across a field the summer time sees regular cropping and ploughing. Suggested an 

alternative route around edge of field. There is also a very deep and sheer-sided ditch which is impossible 

to cross. This needs to be attended to in the planning process.  

Claim -  26 miles travel 
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Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

Nothing to report. 

 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 

Following the decision to turn down Ramblers appeal against the closure of L12/33 at High Ham, 

Ramblers have decided, after consultation, not to make any further appeals. 

 

L11/37  (Lower Listock Farm, Fivehead, North Curry) An amendment to an earlier application to divert. 

No objection provided that existing blockages, which were to be bypassed, are removed 

 

CH15/21 (Ilton) Modification order - no objection 

 

Modification applications 630M, 632M and 633M (Combe St Nicholas) made by South Somerset 

Bridleways Association to upgrade/add a restricted byway to existing footpaths/existing tracks and droves. 

Council is only looking for evidence of existing use, not desirability. I have none. 

 

Footpath Secretary West (R Cripps) 

There have been several notifications of upgrade proposals from footpaths to bridleways, bridleways to 

byways etc and some to reinstate ancient routes left off the definitive map.  These all from the Bridleways 

Association.  With the retirement of another SCC Area Warden, the area responsibilities of the Wardens 

have been revised again and the result is less Wardens with larger areas to cover.  The areas most affected 

in South Somerset are covered by Les Braunton (part time) and George Montague. 

 

 Volunteer Working Party 

Roger Cripps reported the surveyors are currently doing the February surveys (earlier because he is away).  

We have 65 to do this time.  The working party has been doing clearance jobs only in Tatworth, Chard, 

Donyatt and Kingsdon (Catsgore) but no installation of gates, stiles etc.  The issue of mileage expenses is 

still unresolved but a claim has been sent to SCC for expenses incurred while continuing to work in good 

faith. 

 

A draft version of a volunteer agreement between SCC and the Ramblers has been produced but Carl Earl 

has submitted the RA version as advised by HO for discussion.  Our version is simpler.  Because of delays 

Roger Cripps has told Carl Earl and Tracy, the SCC volunteer coordinator, that until we have agreed the 

expenses issue and volunteer agreement and they have paid the backdated claim, he is not going to ask the 

team to give up any more of their time.  This does not affect surveys.  Draft Volunteer Agreement available 

to view. 

 

Stuart Thomson advised that as we have a self-funding budget for working parties the group should ensure 

that our members are used on serious, not trifling jobs.  Stuart also requested that walk leaders are advised 

of the availability of the Somerset County Council interactive footpath maps.   

Post meeting comment details of this facility are included in our programme under Walk Leaders Notes. 

. 

Programme Secretary Sunday walk 

A new walk leader - Jim Turner. 

 

Programme Secretary Thursday and Saturday Medium walks 

June Curtis reported that she has a full programme for the Apr-Jul 2018 programme.    

 

Programme Secretary Short Walks 

Phil Bradshaw reported he has been able to fill the three gaps and has a new walk leader, June Colledge 

 

Programme Enveloping  Ian Rendall to liaise with Ruth Goodland.   
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Any Other Business  

 

Jean Verkroost reported that Ian Rendall is setting up an arrangement with Ramblers Holidays so that any 

person booking one of their holidays can nominate our walking group which will then receive a small sum 

of money. Perhaps this could be advertised in our next programme. 

 

John Oliver reported he has displayed a poster and programme on the Abbey Manor Park Community Hall 

notice board. 

 

The Committee agreed that Minutes should be kept in paper format for five years.  Minutes on the Web 

Site appear from October 2012 onwards.   

 

Discussion took place regarding the implications of the email from Catherine Devonshire, Healthy 

Lifestyles Officer and Scheme Co-ordinator for Health Walks for South Somerset District Council dated 26 

January 2018.   Phil Bradshaw mentioned his village had received supported from Health Walks in the 

past.  They paid for every house to have a copy of a booklet which had ten walks of 2-10 miles  embracing 

all Rights of Way in and around the Parish with easy to read maps.   

 

The consensus of the Committee is we should support the project.  We are short of details at the present 

time.  Mention was made of how these schemes  would affect Ramblers Festivals.  Health walks are 

promoted by District Councils and the web site lists a large number of walks.  We could lead a walk with 

the Council publicising the event. 

Action:  DF to go back to Catherine mentioning the committee supportive and asking for more detail. 

 

Stuart Thomson has produced an excel spreadsheet.  This has columns for the Date, Distance, Venue, 

Location and Walk Leader.  Stuart to circulate the spreadsheet to Committee members.  Linda Fawthrop to 

send Phil Bradshaw the spreadsheet with numbers of attendees.  

 

It was agreed that the Ham Hill brochure would be deferred to the next meeting.   

 

Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 7th June 2018 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT  at the new agreed time of 7.00 pm to 

be chaired by Roger Cripps. 
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South Somerset Ramblers Group Accounts 2017/18 
      Opening balance 1 October 2017 

  
£708.39 

     INCOME 
  Date Folio No Source Amount Int Total 
     25-Oct   Ramblers  £187.50   £187.50 
                 
     TOTAL         £187.50 
     

           EXPENDITURE 

Date Paid to Folio No Chq No 
Walks           
Prog 

Publicity     
News 

Practical    
Work M'tings Admin 

Case 
work   TOTAL 

04-10-17 W Yates 220 261 
 

£22.16         £22.16 

30-10-17 Printers 221 BACS 96           £96.00 

13-12-17 E Coker Hall 222 262       £30.00     £30.00 

        
 

          £0.00 

        £96.00 £22.16 £0.00 £30.00 £0.00 £0.00 £148.16 

Ramblers Association South Somerset  Grp 
       Balance Sheet YTD (as at 7 October 2017) 

       ASSETS 
    

2017/18 2016/17 
    General Fund at year beginning     £708.39 £870.45 
    Income minus expenditure 2016/7 ytd   £39.34 -£162.06 
    Balance         £747.73 £708.39 
    

INCOME  
          From RA Group entitlement     £187.50 £300.00 

    Interest     
  

£0.00 £0.00 
    Self funded Sales of Programmes, donations    £20.00 

    Total Income YTD       £187.50 £320.00 
    

EXPENDITURE 
         Walk programme       £96.00 £324.56 

    Publicity / Newsletter       £22.16 £99.03 
    Practical Work       £0.00 £0.00 
    Meetings        £30.00 £30.00 

    Admin         £0.00 £3.27 
    Campaigns/ case work/surveys     £0.00 £25.20 
    Total expenditure YTD      £148.16 £482.06 

    
Income less Expenditure YTD     £39.34 -£162.06 

    
BANK BALANCE 

         Opening Balance as per Balance Sheet 
 

£708.39 £870.45 
    Plus deposits cleared 

   
£187.50 £320.00 

    Less payments  cleared 
  

£148.16 £482.06 
    Current Bank Balance 

  
£747.73 £708.39 

    
Plus deposits made - not cleared 

  
£0.00 

     Less payments made - not yet cleared 
 

£0.00 
     NET FUNDS 

   
£747.73 £708.39 

    Bank Balance as Statement dated  
  31/12/17 

 
£747.73 

     14-Jan-18 
          


	and  Correspondence  received  (up to 30th.January  2018)

