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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 15th June 2017 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mr P Bradshaw, Mr R Cripps, Mrs J Curtis, Mr D Fawthrop (in the chair), Mr J Oliver,  

Mr I Rendall, Mr S Thomson, Mrs W Yates, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 

Apologies:   None received. 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 9th February 2017 

Matters Arising 
There is a problem in providing the extra information, ie terrain, difficulty etc.  It was considered possibly 

too onerous for walk leaders to provide information for the walk finder.  Stuart Thomson suggested that if 

the format is easy to follow we should be able to provide the information.  Roger Cripps said the walk 

might not have been receed before being put in the programme.   RA members would use the Walk Finder 

when out of area but many would go to tourist offices for the programme. 

 

New members have to nominate a group.  Some may just join the Ramblers without nominating a group.  

This could be a reason for our falling numbers.  Unaffiliated Ramblers now represent a higher proportion 

of members. 

 

The minutes of the 9th February 2017 meeting were approved and signed by the Acting Chairman, David 

Fawthrop.   
 

Chairman’s Report 
The Acting Chairman, (David Fawthrop) said Programme Distribution in the next programme for the short 

walk would be 9 November (South Petherton) and the medium walk 16 November (Minterne Magna). 

 

Ruth Goodland reports that about 40 people have booked for the Summer Supper as at end May 2017.  

Ruth has made a preliminary booking at the Muddled Man for 7 December.  The Committee agreed that 

she should go ahead and make a firm booking for the Christmas lunch.   

 

Ruth gave us details of the new editor of the Somerset Rambler, Mavis Monahan email address: 

mavis@monahan.co.uk.  Details for next issue to be submitted by 30 September.  Regarding printing it was 

agreed 300 of our programme and 200 of the Somerset Rambler are required.  Ruth has 213 address labels, 

75 of these by email and 138 envelopes.   

 

Saturday Walks were set up to attract people who worked during the week.  Attendance is low and we do 

not attract people who work during the week.  On one Saturday walk nobody turned up except the walk 

leader.  John Oliver said he will not be leading any more Saturday walks.   Saturday walks will be optional 

in future. 

 

Treasurers report February 2017 
Net funds as at 1 June £794.59.  See attached spreadsheet.  HO say we can spend money on charitable 

activities to promote the Ramblers.  If we wish to promote the Group money will be made available.  We 

receive a standard Head Office allocation based on number of members £359.60.  The budget is 

approximately £600 - to be agreed before the end of July.  It was agreed that a further £100 be budgeted for 

tools - saws, secateurs, loppers etc.  Working Party do not currently receive expenses for travelling.  The 
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Ramblers would pay for expenses of clearance but would it cover all working party activities?  Phil 

Bradshaw to claim his expenses at the end of the year (September).  Phil to let Stuart have a note, travelling 

expenses 28p per mile.   

 

John Day is helping to produce a booklet on walks around the Ham Hill area that is likely to cost 

approximately £1500 to publish.  The Committee agreed in principle we would be willing to contribute 

£100 to the cost if we get an acknowledgment in the publication as sponsors.  The publication when ready 

would be available at the Rangers Hut and elsewhere.  The Committee sought further clarification on price 

of booklet.  Roger Cripps to follow up.   

 

Secretary’s report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 14th.June  2017)  

Letters / e-mails received 
(a)  Emails re “Walking Britain”  Two emails from Central Office:- one from Nicky Philpott (Director of 

Advocacy and Equipment) and the other from Oliver Hicks-Pattison (Senior Campaigns and Engagement 

Officer).    Both were highlighting the CO's new manifesto for a Walking Britain and advocating making 

parliamentary candidates aware of its importance. 

(b)  Personal Information Requests   Instances have been reported of supporters and volunteers being 

contacted by individuals pretending to be Ramblers and asking for personal information.  If any members 

receive any such calls they are asked to contact Ramblers at  membership@ramblers.zendesk.com  or 

telephone 0207 339 8500. 
 

Rambler’s Road Shows for Volunteers - the next show is due to take place in Cardiff apart from two 

further afield in Edinburgh and in Surrey. 

 

Teenage Walkers - When the next Somerset Rambler magazine is distributed, it will be found that the RA 

is making it a rule that children and persons up to the age of 18 years are to be accompanied on any ramble 

or Ramblers’ work activity by a parent, guardian, or other appointed adult. 
 

Our Minutes on the Internet 

David Thompson (Area Sec.) believes it is mandatory for AGM minutes to be available to all members and 

is therefore enquiring if ours are available on the internet.  This was mentioned at our last meeting and 

confirmed that they are available together with Committee Minutes. 
 

Membership:- 

Membership is still going down by 15 during the past 4 months.    There was just one new member 

recorded in May 2017 who is included in the 266 figure given below.  On a separate page with these notes 

is a chart received from Area that shows how we fare compared with other Somerset Groups. 

At  01/06/17 

Individual  94,   Joint  85,   Individual Concession  42,   Joint Concession  31 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  5,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

          TOTAL   266 

At  01/02/17 

Individual  98,   Joint  91,   Individual Concession  46,   Joint Concession  31  

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession  4 

          TOTAL   281 

 

Publicity Officer's Report 
Wendy Yates reported the Marshwood Vale selected some walks to put in their magazine.  Wendy sent the 

whole programme and feels she is making a little bit of progress.  Further walks to be published in 

forthcoming issues.  John Oliver suggested the Abbey Manor Community Hall and will take some 

programmes there.  The Meeting House in Ilminster is on a distribution list.  Wendy to circulate 

distribution list to committee members which she received from the previous Publicity Officer and see if 

other suitable places can be added.  Ian Rendall suggested village hall notice boards.   

 

mailto:membership@ramblers.zendesk.com
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When we had a stand at the Yeovil show we produced A4 flyers.  An A4 flyer/poster could be produced 

which would be better than a programme to draw attention to the Group.  This poster/flyer could, in due 

course, be distributed to members so they could circulate to places they think suitable for display. 

 

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) 

Bruton.    Continuing and changing problems of path WN 5/9 along the river Brue at Bruton. We agreed to 

SCC plans in September 2016 but new arrangements suggested provide for a much safer route. We have 

agreed to the new plans provided work is carried out quickly as the current route (regularly used but not yet 

approved) is unsafe and quite dangerous in places. 

Wheathill golf course.   Diversion of WN 15/5 along the edge of the 16th fairway instead of diagonally 

across has now been approved. Awaiting some new signage. 

South Brewham.   Diversion of WN 4/37 around  farm buildings which was previously blocked at both 

ends.  The new route is much better for walkers. No objection. 

I visited Bruton and S-Brewham on the same day and the journey was 32 miles, for which I would like to 

make a claim. 

 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

I have had one Planning Application consultation from SSDC, re Hill End Cottage, Hardington 

Mandeville.  The extension does not affect the adjacent footpath Y10/37 so no action required on our part. 

 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 

A date has been set for the appeal against the modification order in the parish of High Ham (L12/33). The 

enquiry will be held on Tuesday 18th July at Othery Village Hall. 

 

There have been a number of applications from the Bridleways Association. In these cases Rights of Way 

are only looking for evidence of prior use, not desirability. I was not able to provide any relevant 

information. 

To register a restricted byway in Chard/Chaffcombe 

To upgrade footpaths to bridleways -  Paintmoor Lane, Isle Abbots - Pulpitsway Drove, Kingsbury 

Episcopi - Lily Lane, Abbas and Templecombe and Charlton Horethorne 

 

Following consultation the proposed diversion of paths T17/20 and L11/37 (Fivehead and North Curry) has 

been further modified. I have no objection to these amendments. 

 

Footpath Secretary West (R Cripps) 

The Bridleways Association applied to change FP CH 1/23 at Ashill to a restricted Byway and Copse Lane, 

Ashill (nearby) also into a Restricted Byway.  Both Applications have been refused but Copse Lane ( 

previously undesignated) will be given Footpath Status.  These decisions are subject to a possible appeal. 

  

Volunteer Working Party 
Roger Cripps reported the May surveys have been completed, 60 this time, and await our petrol expenses 

claim. 

 

The working party has been out five times since February (with different personnel); 2 days at Chard doing 

clearance, one day at Foddington with Mendip and Sedgemoor installing gates and stiles; ome day at 

Sutton Mallet with Sedgemoor installing wooden gates and stiles and one half day at Langport scraping 

back turf to reveal a gravel path.  We are paid petrol expenses for the survey work but there is a dispute 

about payment for the work parties petrol costs.  Following a meeting of Footpath Secretaries from the 

main groups, Carl Earl is acting for all thre concerned to reach an agreement. 

 

I am suggesting that the Work party group designate a day per month for volunteer work rather than the ad 

hoc as and when arrangement we have now.  This may make the jobs easier to plan for both sides. (SCC 

and us).  But, at the moment, I am loth to commit to any work until we get  the expenses issue resolved. 
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Programme Secretary Sunday walk co-ordinator - nothing to report 

 

Programme Secretary Thursday and Saturday Medium walks 

June Curtis reported that with the loss of another walk leader there is a need for new walk leaders.  We are 

relying on the people who already lead walks.   

 

Programme Secretary Short Walks 

Phil has encountered problems with the closure of footpaths in connection with the Glastonbury Festival.  

Has swapped dates between two of his walks to try to part remedy the problem. 

 

Vacancies for Area Representatives and committee members to be mentioned in the programme. 

 

Programme Enveloping  Ian Rendall to liaise with Ruth Goodland 

 

Any Other Business  

The Group AGM is to be held at East Coker Village Hall on 4 November at 2 pm.  The Committee have 

been advised that it is unlikely that there will be clash with the childrens disco.  Wendy Yates is in close 

contact with the Programme Secretary at the hall and will advise if this changes.  The hall has been booked 

for 4 November. 

 

Roger Cripps mentioned that Ramblers World Wide Holidays will make a donation to any nominated 

walking group after an order for a holiday is placed with them by a customer.   

 

Discussion took place regarding the role of Chairperson.  David Fawthrop and Roger Cripps agreed to 

share the role as Joint Chairmen.  Roger Cripps agreed to chair the next committee meeting on 5 October 

and the Annual General Meeting on 4 November 2017. 

Proposed:   Phil Bradshaw 

Seconded:   Wendy Yates 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 5th October 2017 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT to be chaired by 

Roger Cripps. 


	and  Correspondence  received  (up to 14th.June  2017)

