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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 9th February 2017 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mr P Bradshaw, Mr R Cripps, Mrs J Curtis, Mr D Fawthrop (in the chair), Mr J Oliver,  

Mr I Rendall, Mr S Thomson, Mrs W Yates, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 

Apologies:   None received. 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 29th September 2016 

Matters Arising 
Ian Rendall reported that the name of the Acting Chairman, Roger Cripps, should appear next to the words 

'Chairman's Report'.   

Also under the Treasurers Report the last sentence should read 'the previous year we spent £514.94. 

It was agreed that after the above changes were made the Minutes could be signed.  

  

Chairman’s Report 
The Acting Chairman, (David Fawthrop) welcomed Stuart Thomson to his first Committee meeting as 

Treasurer.  It was agreed that the Treasurer's Report be circulated prior to the meeting.  The manual day 

book has been dispensed with and all details now on a spreadsheet.  

 

We welcome three new walk leaders - Phil Everleigh, Ann Dalziel and Sue Calvert. 

 

Ian Rendall advised that when he gets notification of a new member with an email address he sends the 

first programme welcoming them to the Group and advising that in future programmes would be sent by 

email unless they disagree. 

 

Treasurers report February 2017 
Our latest balance is £928.  See attached spreadsheet. 

 

Secretary’s report 
Cricket St Thomas Estate has written a letter dated 29 December 2016 advising that all permissive paths on 

their Estate are now closed as of 1 January 2017 due to problems with dogs. 

 

The Ramblers New CEO Vanessa Griffiths thanked, by email, members for the help she had been given.  

She enthusiastically encourages the Pathwatch campaign and the new IT programme. 

 

Simon Barnett (RA Director of Delivery and Development) advises of a survey available between  

9 January and 31 March on how groups are or could be assisted in their work by Central Office.  The 

survey form may be completed by any member and is down loadable from 

 http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/5SNV3ZD . 

 

Walking Holidays in Bulgaria   Details may be obtained from Hazel Ellis at hazel@mybulgariatours.com. 

 
Go Outdoors offer discounts to Ramblers Members in their outlets.    Details from 

Rose.McNeil@gooutdoors.co.uk. 

 
More ramblers road shows for volunteers are to be held in 2017. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/5SNV3ZD
mailto:hazel@mybulgariatours.com
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The Area Secretary informs that the next area Council meeting will be held on 17 June at Taunton. 

David Thompson (Area Secretary) believes it is mandatory for all AGM Minutes to be available to all 

members.  South Somerset confirmed that their AGM Minutes are available. 

 

It was agreed that the Quantock Walking Festival would be inserted into the current programme. 

 

Walk Finder - Jean Verkroost has again offered to put all our walks on Walk Finder.  The Programme 

Secretaries were advised that more information would be needed to enable Jean to do this.  It was felt that 

asking walk leaders to provide extra information could have a detrimental effect.   

 

Membership:- 

Membership unfortunately has gone down by nine during the last four months of the autumn period. 

At  01/02/17 

Individual  98,   Joint  91,   Individual Concession  46,   Joint Concession  31  

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession  4 

          TOTAL   281 

At  01/09/16 

Individual  99,   Joint  95,   Individual Concession  49,   Joint Concession  33 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  5,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

          TOTAL   290 

 

Publicity Officer's Report 
Wendy Yates will be contacting the Marshwood Vale magazine to ask them to advertise some of the walks 

in forthcoming issues.  Jean Verkroost has already had some Sunday walks advertised.  In Yeovil there is 

only Blacks sports shop.  The library and Tourist Board enthusiastically take all programmes which are 

taken.  Copies sent to large towns and Yeovil Council Offices.  

 

It was agreed that 300 printed copies of the programme would be required for the next programme as 

previously.  Ruth Goodland to be informed.  Ruth Goodland now has 76 addresses on her email list. 

 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 

Notification has been received of several applications from the Bridleways Association to claim/upgrade 

rights of way. 

 Application to upgrade footpath to restricted byway at: Illminster CH32/20 and CH32/21 and 

Ashill CH1/23 and add a restricted byway to Copse Lane. 

 Application to claim a bridleway not currently recorded on definitive map in Montacute (Tintinhull 

Road, Chilthorne Dormer to Windmill Lane, Montacute). 

 Application to claim a restricted byway not currently recorded on the definitive map in Somerton 

(Over River Drive) 

In the above cases Rights of Way are only looking for evidence of prior use, not desirability. I was not able 

to provide any relevant information. 

 Application to divert footpaths around Lower Listock Farm (Fivehead / North Curry) T17/20, 

L11/37, L11/38 

I did not object to the proposal as it was legitimising what was happening on the ground (already marked 

with official permissive path waymarks) and to reinstate the original line would have involved inserting 

new openings/stiles in 2 hedges and repair an existing bridge - which might have ended up with no path in 

the meantime. 

 

All other footpath secretaries had nothing to report. 

 

Volunteer Working Party 
Roger Cripps reported that Tracey Sutton has been appointed as the new Volunteer Coordinator. She has 

taken over form Andy Stevenson with a three months lapse between appointees.  Surveys being undertaken 

but the Council computer system is not working for reimbursement of volunteers.  Tracy Sutton is very 
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keen in getting the Volunteer Group more involved.  Only three Somerset Ramblers Groups involved with 

volunteering:  Mendips, Sedgemoor and South Somerset.   

 

A footpath has been cleared at Keinton Mandeville, and a couple of gates (Marlow) installed.  More work 

in the pipeline.  Roger Cripps is attending a refresher Red Cross First Aid course and feels that more than 

one person in the team should be a qualified first aider.  Work to clear/repair a stile has been requested in 

Kingsdon  and clearance work at Chard.   

 

Programme Secretary Sunday walk co-ordinator 

Jean Verkroost reported that she had lost a couple of leaders recently but is still managing (just, 

sometimes) to offer a full day walk every Sunday.. 

 

Programme Secretary Thursday and Saturday Medium walks 

June Curtis reported that she had a gap on 6th July where she could not get a leader. 

 

Programme Secretary Short Walks 

Phil Bradshaw reported that he now has had a full year programme of short walks.   

 

The Programme Coordinator agreed that where two walks were planned from the same starting point 

within a short space of time, the walk leaders involved would be advised and asked if they wished to make 

a change.   

 

Programme Enveloping  Ian Rendall to liaise with Ruth Goodland. 

 

Any Other Business  

The method of classifying walks in our programme was discussed and it was agreed to make no changes at 

present.  

 

The discussion re Stuart Thomson's walk through the Bluebell Wood lead to a decision to take no further 

action. 

 

Alternatives to the Muddled Man for the Christmas lunch were considered but it was felt that the Muddled 

Man still represented good value for money.  Ruth Goodland has investigated the possibility of using the 

Long Sutton Golf Club but this was already booked.    

 

The Long Sutton Golf Club has been booked for the Summer Supper on 13th July and a menu consisting of 

carvery of beef and ham followed by a choice of three desserts, self service, tea and coffee.  The question 

of the method of tipping was raised and it was agreed that tipping should be left to the individual towards 

the end of the meal.   

 

The Group  AGM is to be held at East Coker Village Hall on 4 November at 2 pm.  The Committee have 

been advised that it is unlikely that there will be clash with the childrens disco.  Wendy Yates is in close 

contact with the Programme Secretary at the hall and will advise if this changes.   

 

It was agreed that a reminder of the vacancies on the Committee would continue to be advertised in the 

programme.   

 

Stuart Thomson raised the issue of how to encourage more members to receive their programmes 

electronically.  Suggestions included stickers on envelopes or/and notes in the envelope.  Stuart to give this 

more thought. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 15th June 2017 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT to be chaired by 

David Fawthrop. 


