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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the 48th Annual General Meeting 

held on Saturday 4th November 2017 at 2.00pm 

at East Coker Village Hall 

 

 

 

 
Present:  Roger Cripps (Joint Chairman) and  19 members 

Apologies:  Roger Clarke, Eileen Cripps, Paul Cullen-James, June and Brian Curtis, John and Maureen Day, 

Trefur and Linda Jones, Tony Prior, Stuart Thomson, Jean Verkroost and Richard Yates.  

 

Minutes of the last meeting –  The Minutes were read, approved and signed.  Proposed: Eddie Phillips, 

Seconded:  Phil Bradshaw 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Roger Cripps, the Acting Chairman,  mentioned that he was only acting as temporary Chairman but is now 

Joint Chairman with David Fawthrop.  Roger gave thanks to fellow committee members and officers for their 

efforts over the past year.  Without them nothing would happen and we as a group would not exist.  Thanks to 

all the walk leaders for their efforts in maintaining a full programme .  Thanks also to the Walk Coordinators 

and David Fawthrop for putting the programme and walks together.  Thanks to Ruth Goodland for arranging 

the Christmas lunch, Summer Supper (using her own bank account), emailing programmes and organising 

printing and collection of the programmes and Somerset Rambler.  Thanks to the cake and tea makers for  

keeping us refreshed.  Special thanks to Linda and David Fawthrop for the use of their home for the committee 

meetings.   

 

We have had a full programme of short and medium and weekend walks with no gaps thanks to the efforts of 

June Curtis, Phil Bradshaw and Jean Verkroost.  The designation of walks short and medium rather than C and 

D encouraged numbers to reach 20-30 on each walk and people are more happy to swap between grades.  Carl 

Earl reported that on Sunday walks numbers were generally 15 with some guests walking also.   

 

Christmas Lunch was very successful and well attended and once again held at the Muddled Man.  The 

Muddled Man has been booked again for this December and currently 64 members have booked.   

 

John Oliver organised the group holiday to the Amalfi Coast, Italy run by Saga.   John has organised next 

year's holiday to the Costa Brava departing April 3 2018 with 12 members.    

 

In July the Summer Supper was again held at the Long Sutton Golf Club.  This event was very well attended 

and highly praised.  Plans are underway for a change of venue for 2018. 

 

The Somerset Area Holiday was held at Charlecote, near Stratford  and ten South Somerset members attended.  

Tom Temlett and Peter Bradford lead walks on behalf of our Group.  The details for the Area Holiday to be 

held at Gwbert near Cardigan Bay in 2018 appear in our next programme Dec 2017 - Mar 2018. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
Ian Rendall regretted having to report , once again, that our Group’s membership has declined from 287 on 

1/11/2016 to 264 on 1/11/2017. 

 

Central Office  is giving much publicity to “Get Britain Walking again” with a view to causing a resultant 

increase in membership rather than have it slowly decline.  Groups are asked to participate in running 

walks within The Festival of Winter walks period which, this winter, is to run from Saturday, 23/12/17 to 

Sunday, 7/1/18.  All organized walks in this period are to be considered as part of the Festival and be open 

for the public to use them as ‘trial’ walks.  
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The RA also want Groups to arrange for walks in a “Walk About Festival”.  This is a second festival to be 

promoted by The Ramblers this year and it is scheduled to run from Saturday, 26th. May 2018  to Sunday, 

6th. June 2018.    Again any such walks are to be available to the public to join us. 

 

A letter has been received from the SSDC stating that the Council is reviewing the Local Plan and the 

review will cover the period from 2014 to 2034.  As a first stage in the process, there is to be a consultation 

period from now until noon on 11th. January 2018.  Consideration is to be given to the subjects of future 

housing, employment and other forms of development within the district.  There are to be public drop-in 

sessions from now until mid December at various Council properties when the consultation document can 

be viewed.  Officers of the Council will be on hand. 

 

Central Office has updated their cards of advice for Walk Leaders and of what to do in the case of any 

emergency.  I will be getting a small supply of these for distribution to members involved.  (Roger Cripps 

commented that if walk leaders and potential walk leaders read this leaflet they might be daunted by all 

they are expected to do including making a list of attendees on walks and next of kin 

 

Following a survey undertaken by Central Office seeking ways in which they could improve their services 

to groups and members, a report has now been issued.  I will be downloading relevant parts and 

distributing to Committee members so that we benefit from its contents. 

 

Subscriptions to our Association have increased from £34.50 to £35.00 pa for individuals and from £45.50 

to £46.50 pa for joint membership.   Concessionary rates remain unchanged. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Our net funds as at 30 September 2017 are £708.39 all held at Unity Trust Bank in the Group’s account.   

The accounts have been independently examined by Peter Bradford and have been submitted to “Area”. 

During the year ending 30 Sept 2017 we spent £482.06 against a budgeted expenditure of £615 with Area 

funding of £300.  Funding for this past year was less than the budgeted expenditure in order to reduce the 

reserves from 160% to 120%.   A further reduction in the reserves is planned for the forthcoming year to 

meet the RA reserves target of between 40 and 80% of annual expenditure. 

Savings were made in printing and postage costs with an increasing number of members receiving their 

programmes and newsletters by email rather than post.  Further savings could be made if more members 

elected to receive documents via email.   

Copies of the Balance sheet as at 30 Sept are available for inspection. 

We have been informed that the accounts have been agreed by the Area Treasurer. 

 

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Ruth Goodland and seconded by Wendy Yates.  

The Report was accepted unanimously. 

 

Programme Secretaries Reports 
Jean Verkroost Sunday walks  We continue to offer a full day walk on most Sundays, the exceptions being 

adjacent to Christmas Day and New Years Day as most people have family commitments at these times, and 

also when the Mendip Walking Festival is on as we like to support that, especially as one of our leaders is 

regularly asked to lead at the Festival.  The groups stays small with an average number of ramblers being 10 to 

12.   

 

Phil Bradshaw Short walks  Phil Bradshaw reported the three programmes covering the last year have all 

been supported by an active band of volunteers to whom he is extremely grateful.  Some have agreed to cover 

more than one walk per programme.  Phil reported that he always had a problem finding leaders initially where 

previous volunteers have been unable to cover certain dates.  Some leaders are concerned that they are unable 

to find new walks even though they are still willing.  His answer is not to worry but perhaps travel around the 

route in the opposite direction.  Currently there have been no venue/dates clashes.  Stuart Thomson is writing 

down all the places we have been to for the last ten years.  David Fawthrop mentioned he is keeping records of 

how many attend walks.  the largest number was 35 and the least three.  

 

There are problems with leaders who led in the previous year and who are unable to lead the next year.  In the 

Apr-Jul 2018 programme there are four spaces available.   

 

June Curtis Medium and Saturday walks   We have lost a few walk leaders and gained a few walk leaders. 
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June has lost Peter and Maggie Touch who will now lead short walks.  There are two spaces in the Apr-Jul 

programme.  Saturday walks are discretionary. 

 

Website Manager 
Jean Verkroost reported that all programmes and committee minutes are uploaded on to the website.  Sunday 

walks are also uploaded on to the Ramblers Online Walks Finder.  This provides us with a few extra ramblers, 

especially from those who are in the area on holiday, and is appreciated by them. 

 

Footpath Secretaries 

Jean Verkroost - North     Jean reported that it has been a relatively quiet year.  Most of the applications have 

come from the Bridleways Association, either wanting to upgrade existing rights of way or claiming new ones.  

The most notable event was the appeal against the closure order on L12/33 at High Ham, which unfortunately 

we lost.  Ramblers lawyers were looking into whether to appeal to the High Court (they had 42 days from 7 

September).  I have not heard if this is going ahead.   

Paul Cullen-James  South    My activities during the past year specially relating to the South Area have been 

minimal.  A Planning Consultation re footpath Y10/37 Hardington Mandeville proposed alterations to the 

building which did not affect the path.  I have been corresponding with County Council re footpath T14/9 at 

Hatch Beauchamp which is recorded as a cul-de-sac ending at the former branch railway line.  Logically, it 

should extend to the road in the village.  The matter is currently bouncing back and forth between SCC and us.  

I have reported via the SCC website perhaps 50 path faults, most of which have been acted on, with the notable 

exception of paths cropped over with maize.  The Council seems to accept that such paths will be out of use for 

three months of the year. 

Phil Bradshaw - East   There have been quite a lot more applications for diversions and consequential 

closures than normal.  This could be caused by David Shears clearing a backlog before his retirement at South 

Somerset DC.  Most applications will probably now come from ROW office in Taunton.  I have made visits to 

most sites but to date there have been no contentious issues.  I have applied for travel expenses where the 

distance from home is greater than 10 miles and I judge a visit to be necessary.   

Roger Cripps – West - Very little has changed over the past year.  Rushey Wood Farm in Haselbury 

Plucknett is still causing problems with waymarking.  Extreme Ramblers walking at night with head lights are 

getting lost on the Monarchs Way.    This is the only area where diversions are ongoing.  A few upgrades from 

footpaths to Restricted Bridleways from the Bridleways Association have been submitted, some granted, some 

refused.   

 

Carl Earl, Somerset Area Footpath Secretary gave a report to the meeting.  He explained that working 

party payments and surveys had separate budgets, with a need to have mileage  payments made for doing a 

job.  There are three active working parties in Somerset - the Mendips, Sedgemoor and South Somerset.  

Arrangements for paying expenses to each of those three groups were all different.  South Somerset were 

paid on a claimed mileage, Mendip made on an agreed monthly payment and Sedgemoor a different 

arrangement.  The County want to rationalise this system.  A new officer has been appointed who has no 

recorded evidence of what the arrangement were and no formal approval on the expense arrangements.  

The County want to come up with a standard arrangement for the three groups regarding working parties. 

 

At the end of September Carl Earl and Les Stather, the Area Secretary asked to meet the new County 

Council elected cabinet member for Highways  to explain the role of the ramblers work.  A resolution on 

the problem of payments for working parties was stressed.  Following the meeting with Peter Hobley,  he 

has agreed to come up, in discussion with the volunteer officer, with a proposal.  Solution to be kept as 

simple as possible regarding periodic payments and probable basis on the number of working parties done.  

South Somerset calculation will be on the basis of the number of members who normally turn up on the 

working parties.  Payment would be made to the Group and up to the Group how to use it.  Repayment to 

the individuals made by the Group.  Working parties are continuing their work on goodwill without any 

agreement currently. 

 

Rushey Wood being resolved but no progress on an order.  Chilten Cantelo - creation of a new bridleway 

and alterations to a footpath but it is not clear what is happening.   

 

On the matter of cropping Peter Hobley and cabinet member said the official line county will record all 

reports of cropping particularly those crops like rapeseed and maize which totally obstruct footpaths.  

County will send letters to landowners from a list of land owners and if two years running it happens will 

send a formal letter.  If after three years no clearance County will clear and charge the landowner.  We 

must keep reporting the problems. 
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A303 dualling between Sparkford and Ilchester.  Agreed to use the present line causing the least 

disturbance.   

 

Volunteer Working Party 

Roger Cripps reported that we have two volunteer groups.  Between 8-9 people do Ease of Use Surveys 

(known as BVPI! Best Value Performance Indications) and 7-8 people do Practical Work.  There is a ten 

year cycle for surveys, four lots per year and on the last 2 quarters around 200 paths a time.  A new cycle 

started in May and the number has dropped to 60 approximately at a 70-75% pass rate.  The practical 

group has been doing mainly clearance work but on two occasions has worked with Mendip and 

Sedgemoor Groups installing stiles and gates.  The surveyors receive 45p per mile travel expenses and we 

are organising/negotiating with Somerset County Council about expenses for the Practical Group which is 

a different budget.   The Ramblers Association offer 28p per mile for volunteers.   

 

Publicity Officer’s Report 

Wendy Yates has produced new posters (shown to the meeting) to put up in doctors surgeries etc encouraging 

people to join.  Carl Earl suggested the poster be changed to mention weekend walks are every weekend.  

Wendy sends walks for publication in the Marshwood Vale magazine and has emailed the Blackmoor Vale 

magazine with the list of walks for the December period in conjunction with a Devon group.  She continues on 

a regular basis to issue programmes to tourist boards, sports outlets and libraries.  Any suggestions for further 

advertising gratefully received.  

 

Role of Chairman 
We are still short of an official chairperson.  The meeting was asked if anyone would like to nominate themself 

for the position.  With no response Roger Cripps and David Fawthrop agreed to continue acting as Joint 

chairmen for the present.  We still have vacancies for another committee member and  two area 

representatives.  

 

Election of Officers 
   Chairman Vacant 

Secretary: Ian Rendall 

Programme Secretaries  

 Sunday Walks: Jean Verkroost 

 Thursday Medium and Saturday C Walks June Curtis 

 Thursday Short Walks Phil Bradshaw 

Programme Co-ordinator David Fawthrop 

Footpath Secretaries:  

North  Jean Verkroost 

East  Phil Bradshaw 

South  Paul Cullen-James 

West  Roger Cripps 

Minutes Secretary: Linda Fawthrop 

Publicity Officer: Wendy Yates 

Working Party Organiser: Roger Cripps 

 

Election of Committee 

Prior to the meeting there were nine members.  Phil Bradshaw, Roger Cripps, June Curtis, David Fawthrop, 

Linda Fawthrop,  John Oliver, Ian Rendall, Stuart Thomson and Wendy Yates.   

Committee proposed by Carl Earl and seconded by Marion Pattison. 
 

Appointment of Accounts Verifier 

It was agreed Peter Bradford be re-appointed as verifier for the accounts for the coming year.  Proposed: David 

Fawthrop, seconded:  Phil Bradshaw 

 

Any other Business 

June Curtis requires two walk leaders for the next programme.  The dates are: 10 May and 21 June 2018.  

Phil Bradshaw has four dates needing walk leaders.  Please contact Phil Bradshaw.   

 

Norman Browne reported on the Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks, guided walks in association with the 

Bristol to Weymouth Railway lines, running since the 1990s.  Norman and Richard Colls attended a 
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meeting at Bradford on Avon.  There are a lack of leaders in the southern part of the railway line from 

Westbury through Yeovil to Weymouth.  Money received from the Community Rail Partnership.  A 

spread of walks down the line and need a few more leaders needed on the southern section would be 

appreciated.  Total number of walkers 440, ramblers members 339 with 27 walks organised with an 

average per walk 15.  Somerset Area contribution is £50.  Anyone interested contact the Walks Co-

ordinator, details published on their walk leaflets or contact Norman Brown.  David Fawthrop will put 

details of walks in the programme if notified. 
 

Date and time of Next AGM– Saturday 3rd  November 2018 at East Coker Village Hall at 2pm. 

 


