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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the 47th Annual General Meeting 

held on Saturday 5th November 2016 at 2.00pm 

at East Coker Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

Present:  Roger Cripps (Acting Chairman) and 23 members 

Apologies:  Roger Clarke, Eileen Cripps, June and Brian Curtis, John and Maureen Day, Paul Cullen-James, 

Susie Calvert, Daphne Denny, Rosemary Thomson  

 

Minutes of the last meeting –  The Minutes were read, approved and signed.  Proposed: Richard Yates, 

Seconded:  Richard Colls 

 

Matters Arising  -  Ian Rendall noted that in the Publicity Officer's report in the 2015 Minutes it should read 

12 copies are sent, not 12 envelopes are sent. 

 

Chairman’s Report 

Roger Cripps reported as follows:- 

Official thanks were given to fellow committee members for their efforts in the past year.  Also to Linda and 

David Fawthrop for the use of their home for the committee meetings.  Thank you for all the walk leaders 

without whom the Group could not exist.  Thanks also to the Walk Coordinators and David Fawthrop for 

putting the programme and walks together.  Thanks to Ruth Goodland for arranging the Christmas lunch, 

Summer Supper, emailing programmes and organising printing and collection of the programmes and 

Somerset Rambler.  Thank you for being members and keeping the flag flying .  Also thanks to the cake and 

tea makers. 

 

A positive aspect of the walk programme is we are back to two walks on every Thursday.  Thanks to Phil 

Bradshaw's efforts in persuading people to lead walks.  More people considering short walks as an alternative 

to the longer walk.   

 

John Oliver organised the group holiday in Montenegro run by Saga.  One of our members needed medical 

assistance on the trip and we were surprised to learn that Saga representatives do not carry first aid kits or 

indeed had no knowledge of first aid, being instructed to 'not get involved'.    John has organised next year's 

holiday to the Amalfi Coast departing 29 March 2017 with 16 members.  

 

In July the Summer Supper was held at a new venue, the Long Sutton Golf Club.  This event was very well 

attended and highly praised.  The same venue has been booked for 2017. 

 

The Somerset Area Holiday was held in Newquay and four South Somerset members attended.  The details for 

the Area Holiday in 2017 are available.  Ruth Goodland has agreed to email these details to members on the 

email list of members and hard copies will be available for members collecting their programmes on the Walk 

Distribution dates. 

 

Christmas Lunch was once again held at the Muddled Man.  This was very successful and well attended and 

enjoyed.  The Muddled Man has been booked again for this December.   

 

Secretary’s Report 
Membership.  Last year there were 301 members as of 1 November 2015.  On 1 November 2016 the total has 

declined to 287.  The RA is urging all members to encourage people to become more interested in walking.  

Two members who used to walk with us have died during the year.  They are Dick Male, husband of Jasmine, 

and Paddy Sherlock, wife of Keith. 
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The RA has been running the 'Big Path Watch Scheme' which was a scheme for reporting on the condition of 

paths.  A second phase of Path Watch is being launched over the week 14-20 November 2016.  It is a 4 year 

project and Central Office say that there is a Path Watch app to give information and help with reporting 

defects.  The RA will be glad if members of the public assist in the monitoring of the condition of paths and 

their maintenance.  Central Office will be pleased to allocate unsurveyed squares and will endeavour to put 

pressure on authorities to make good any of the defects. 

 

The Festival of Winter walks takes place Saturday 17 December to Sunday 8 January 2017.  All organised 

walks in this period are to be considered as part of the Festival and open to the public to use them as 'trial' 

walks.  Details of any special walks arranged for the event are required by the Group Walks and Events 

Manager at the Central Office. 

 

The 'Walk about Britain' event that ran this year is considered to have been successful by Central Office with 

1827 ramblers group walks. 

 

A letter from SSDC states that the Council has a duty to conserve and enhance the historic environment.  A 

'Historic Environment Strategy' document is available for inspection at council offices and on line.  The period 

of consultation is 14 October to 25 November 2016 when the public may express their opinions. 

 

This year there has seen a small increase in the subscription rate up to 30 September 2017 of 50p to £34.50 for 

an individual.   

 

The Area is in receipt of the resignation of the Editor of the Somerset Rambler and are looking for a new editor 

for the newsletter.  Anyone interested please contact David Thompson, the Somerset Area Secretary or Ian 

Rendall.   

 

The Secretary reported he had sent a copy of the Agenda to publicise the AGM to all members listing an email 

address other than those already on Ruth Goodland's list.  Ruth also sent the agenda to those on her list.     

 

Roger Cripps reported that it was felt that the Pathwatch scheme had been very poorly supported in Somerset, 

possibly because the County was running its own survey scheme and was introducing the Adopt-a-Path 

Scheme at the same time as the Pathwatch Scheme which was felt to be more a recruiting exercise than a 

serious attempt to fix faults.   It left SCC trying to deal with a deluge of trivial matters ie nettles, puddles, cattle 

in fields. etc when it is stretched enough already.  The Area West County Warden had been off sick for some 

time and his temporary replacement  was covering an enormous area.  The Volunteer Group Officer left 3-4 

months ago and has just been replaced by a person only working 3 days per week.   

 

Derek Lucas has been Treasurer for six years and Roger Cripps thanked him for all his work.  A new 

Treasurer, Stuart Thomson, has offered himself for the post and he was thanked for his offer. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

Our balance at the year-end was £870.45. 

We have spent £543.03 which includes £32.97 on tools for the footpath working party against a budget of 

£795.  Last year our total spend was £514.94. 

 

Our reserves percentage is 160%.  The reserves percentage is the ratio of reserves to annual spend.  This is 

high because when the budget was prepared in June last year we were in the early stages of changing 

printer.  We ended up using a printer in Taunton who was cheaper than local printers.  We also got a 

reduction because we also printed the Somerset Rambler with them.  We spent £160 on printing the 

programme against a budget of £300 and £96 on printing the Somerset Rambler against a budget of £150.   

 

Acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by David Fawthrop and seconded by Phil Bradshaw.  

The Report was accepted unanimously. 

 

Programme Secretaries Reports 
Jean Verkroost Sunday walks  Jean reported there was a full day's walk every Sunday.  New walk leaders 

with gentle persuasion had come forward.  Most walkers are from our Group, some come from other groups 

and others through the Walkfinder.  She said she was willing to put other  programme secretaries walks on the 

Walkfinder with some additional information required. 
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Phil Bradshaw Short walks  Phil Bradshaw reported that having taken over shorter walks the last programme 

had lots of gaps.  If no shorter walk available then either  large numbers would turn up at the other walk or 

members would stop walking.   There is a willingness to lead shorter walks (with a little persuasion)! A few 

phone calls were made and people volunteered.  Next programme is full and in programme Apr/Jul there are 

only four gaps and Phil has not had to put his name down as yet.  George Rawlings was welcomed as a new 

walk leader.  Phil continues to offer walks from a folder produced by Jim Fewkes that has many  short walks.  

The first year cycle finishes end of July.  Phil will ask people who have done walks before to lead again.  Up to 

50 members are now walking each week on Thursdays. 

 

Footpath Secretaries 

Jean Verkroost - North   An application was put in for a solar farm at Aller early 2015.  The application was 

turned down but an appeal was lodged early 2016 and the appeal was allowed.  The solar farm will blight the 

Parrett Trail as it will be in full view. 

Paul Cullen-James  South    No report 

Phil Bradshaw - East   Very few diversions.  Complaints from other areas particularly the Mendip group who 

say problems are worse in South Somerset.  Need to report to Eve Wynn and George Montague.  

Roger Cripps – West - Winterhay Lane, Ilminster  was closed by the owners and residents.  Application to 

make it a right of way was approved.  An appeal against the decision was turned down.  It is now officially a 

right of way.  Leaflets have been produced to encourage people to use the path.  There have been no new 

applications for diversions but one or two for upgrades from Footpaths to Restricted Byways from the 

Bridleways Association. 

No progress has been made to reopen a permitted path under the A30 at Haselbury Plucknett – this was 

closed by the landowner following a dispute with the District Council. 

 

Volunteer Working Party 

This year we are still undertaking quarterly 'ease of use' surveys for SCC.  We are doing more than ever, 

165 this time and 196 last quarter.  There is one more large bundleto come in February and then normal 

amounts of surveys on footpaths representing 10% of Somerset's footpaths will be surveyed every year.  

The Working Party has not undertaken much physical work except installing a kissing gate, pedestrian gate 

and one other during the year. 

 

Norman Browne reported on the Wessex Wanderer Programme of Railway Guided walks.  In association 

with the Bristol to Weymouth Railway Community Rail Partnership with a contribution of £100 a year.  

South Somerset Group is the nearest to the railway line.  22 walks were organised, average per walk 17, 

total number of walkers 364.  There is a need to encourage new leaders to lead walks.  Many leaders have 

been lost and if interested in being a new leader Norman Browne has the details.  A detailed sheet was 

handed to Roger Cripps for future insertion in the programme.  Walks take place between May - October.   

 

Publicity Officer’s Report 

Wendy Yates reported that if Yeovil walks are put into a search criteria South Somerset Ramblers do not come 

up.  The library does not have a database.  Wendy is going to try the Tourist Boards.  Publicity distributed to 

library, tourist board and sports shop of which there are now only two in Yeovil.  All programmes are taken 

but no increase in numbers.  If any members have suggestions regarding publicity Wendy would like to hear 

their suggestions.   

 

Role of Chairman 
Roger Cripps stated that there was a need for a Chairman.  Wendy Yates had stepped in to cover two years as 

Roger Clarke needed to learn the ropes before taking on the role of Chairman.  Roger Clarke then told us he 

was not interested in the role.  We have not had a Chairman since the last AGM, rotating the role at Committee 

meetings.  Roger Clarke expressed an interest in being Treasurer but again changed his mind at the last minute.   

 

We still have vacancies for another committee members, two area representatives and a chairman.    

 

Election of Officers 

   Chairman Vacant 

Secretary: Ian Rendall 

Programme Secretaries  

 Sunday Walks: Jean Verkroost 

 Thursday Medium and Saturday C Walks June Curtis 

 Thursday Short Walks Phil Bradshaw 
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Programme Co-ordinator David Fawthrop   

Footpath Secretaries:  

North  Jean Verkroost 

East  Phil Bradshaw 

South  Paul Cullen-James 

West  Roger Cripps 

Minutes Secretary: Linda Fawthrop 

Publicity Officer: Wendy Yates 

Working Party Organiser: Roger Cripps 

 

Election  of Treasurer 
Nominations were received for the post of Treasurer for Stuart Thomson.  His election was proposed by Phil 

Bradshaw, seconded by David Fawthrop.  All were in favour. 

 

Election of Committee 

Prior to the meeting there were ten members.  Phil Bradshaw, Roger Clarke, Roger Cripps, June Curtis, David 

Fawthrop, Lind Fawthrop, Derek Lucas, John Oliver, Ian Rendall, Wendy Yates.  Derek Lucas has indicated 

that he is standing down.   

 

After a summary of events over the past three years, it was proposed to re-elect the committee and the officers 

with the exception of Roger Clarke.   Stuart Thomson as Treasurer will automatically join the Committee 

making nine members with a vacancy for a Chairman.  The election of the Committee was proposed by 

Marion Pattison and seconded by Peter Touch.  This was approved on a show of hands unanimously.   

 

Note from Chair 
We are still theoretically short of a committee member but the vote was for commitment rather than numbers. 

 

Appointment of Accounts Verifier 

It was agreed Peter Bradford be re-appointed as verifier for the accounts for the coming year.  Proposed: Roger 

Cripps, seconded:  Wendy Yates 

 

Any other Business 
Stuart Thomson as Treasurer needs to get approval for changes of signatories.  The signatories will be David 

Fawthrop, Roger Cripps, Ian Rendall and himself.  Two out of four to sign cheques etc.  This was approved by 

the meeting. 

 

Date and time of Next Meeting – Saturday 11th November 2017 at East Coker Village Hall at 2pm. 

TO BE CONFIRMED due to there probably being a disco party on the first Saturday in November. 

 


