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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 6
th

 June 2013 at 7.30pm 

at 18 Sandhurst Road, Yeovil 
 

 

Present:  Mr J Fewkes (Chairman), Mr D Lucas, Mrs R Goodland, Mr J Oliver, Mr M King,  

Mr I Rendall, Mrs W Yates, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes)  

Apologies:   Mr R Cripps 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 7
th

 February 2013 
The minutes of 7

th
 February 2013 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Matters Arising   None – see body of minutes. 

 

Chairman’s Report 
New Programme Secretary   June Curtis is willing to programme secretary for Thursday C Walks 

and Weekend half-day walks.  June Curtis was proposed and unanimously appointed as the new C 

and Saturday walks Programme Secretary.   
Because of the new programme layout all C group walks will be grouped together and D walks 

grouped together.   The need to attend meetings will be reconsidered at the AGM.   

 

As long as Crabb consultants are used for printing Jim Fewkes will continue to accept responsibility 

for merging the constituent parts of the programme into a single document, making arrangements for 

printing with Crabb Consultants and delivering the programmes to the Secretary. He will also accept 

details of other items, e.g. rail walks, from members wishing to submit details to him.   Jim will also 

still deliver programmes to Ian.  

 

Chairman. As you are aware at the AGM in November Jim Fewkes will not be standing for re-

election as Chairman.  It was agreed that the position of Chairman should be advertised in the 

newsletter.  It was also agreed that a member of the committee would approach Roger Clark and ask 

whether he was interested in the position. 

 

Area Web Site   Leslie Stather who manages the area web site has offered to help the South Somerset 

Group set up their area web site.  Each group would have their own web site manager.  Items that 

would appear on the web site would include Minutes of meetings, Minutes of the AGM, other 

relevant links, map reading resources etc.  Also the Head Office Database would be fully searchable.  

The programme would have to be submitted in Excel using a set format/layout.  It was agreed that this 

would require a member of our Group to become web master.  Currently the information on the 

current South Somerset web site is out of date.   

 

It was decided that the issue of Webmaster would be left until October after the issue of a new 

Chairman had been settled.    
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Treasurer’s Report June 2013 
Our bank balance at the end of May was £829.57 

Budget for 2013/2014 

Expected spend to end of Sept 2013: 

Programme printing £70, Stamps £150 and Publicity £20 

This will give balance at end Sept 2013 of £590 

 

Next year: 

Printing £200 

Postage £200  

Case work £70 (includes £50 towards new Rights of Way book) 

Publicity/Newsletter £30 

AGM £30 

 

Total spend for next year £530.  If we request £300 we should end up with £360 at the end of Sept 

2014. (£590 + £300 - £530 = £360) 

Ratio reserve/spend = £360/£530 = 68%  (should be 40% to 100%) 

 

Secretary’s Report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 4

th
 June 2013)  

(1) Letters received 

No general correspondence letters have been received during this period. 

 

(2) New brochure leaflet/joining form of the RA entitled “Share our Passion for Walking” 

The new leaflet was no longer applicable after 31 March 2013.  The new leaflet that is current from  

1
st
  April 2013 until 30

th
 April 2014 looks very similar to the previous one with the exception that 

some subscription rates have been increased by a small amount.  Individual, joint and life membership 

rates have increased whilst the concessionary rates have been retained at the same values.  With the 

new leaflets looking so like the previous issue no doubt confusion will arise. 

 

(3) Ramblers Groups Walks Finder 

Central Office is in the process of replacing/upgrading the Group Walks Finder section of 

their web site to make it a more up to date and flexible system for managing and promoting led walks.  

They are asking for walk leaders and members to complete a survey and offer ideas on what the new 

system should include and how it should operate.  Current information on the new system may be 

obtained by web site editors or walks programmers from des.demoor@ramblers.org.uk.   

 

(4) Recycling to Help the Ramblers 

Ramblers can send a pre-paid envelope to send back old mobile phones, broken iPods or 

empty printer cartridges.  For more information email fundraising@ramblers.org.uk or phone 0207 

339 8573.  

 

(5) Group Officers 

Apart from a Countryside Secretary which we have not got, the details put out by the Central 

Office also include in their list of officers ‘Group Recruitment Contact – post vacant’.  This post must 

be filled in some groups.   

 

(6) Micromarketing key ring 

Micromarketing Ltd has sent a sample key ring fob into which personal details can be hidden.  

The Kent ramblers seem to have given the item their approval and the firm now has them for sale.  

The cost is just under £2 each when a batch of 50 is purchased.   The Committee agreed this was a 

good idea.   Wendy Yates would ask people if they are interested before placing an order.  It was 

suggested the facility could be mentioned before the start of the walks.   
 
 

mailto:des.demoor@ramblers.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@ramblers.org.uk
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Membership:- 

Membership is still showing a small decline since February 2013:  

At 01/06/13   Individual 103, Joint 118, Individual Concession 58, Joint Concession 57, Life – 

Individual 3, Life – Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 350 

At 01/03/13   Individual 102, Joint 120, Individual Concession 59, Joint Concession 60, Life 5, Life 

Concession 9 

Total 355 

 

Footpath Secretary East (D Male) 

(i) Diversions -- Proposed –none. 

(ii)   Orders made--none 

(iii) Orders confirmed--There was one diversion order confirmed, this being 

FP L2/4 in Foddington, Greenhill Farm, made on 26 April 2013.  

(iv) A Modification Order (No.3) made by SCC on 26 April 2013 for the parish of 

  Bruton will add a new FP to the Definitive Map. It links 2 existing roads.  
 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 

The only item to report is that the diversion order Long Sutton/Somerton  L21/34  L25/38 was 

confirmed. (I had previously looked at it and had had no objection). 

 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

Footpaths Y31/15, 32/8, 32/9 - all in and around Mudford Road rec in Yeovil.  The Sec of State 

confirmed the Order diverting these paths.(March 2013). 

  

Footpaths Y31/3, 31/20, 31/21, 32/13 - area of Foundry House, Old Station Way, Yeovil.  The Sec of 

State confirmed the Order diverting these paths (March 2013). 

 
Footpath Secretary West  (R Cripps) 
There is little to report on Area West footpaths; the application to add new footpaths to the definitive 

map at Chiselborough was refused by the Planning Inspectorate after a public enquiry.(I cannot say I 

am surprised).I have received notice of an application to divert footpaths at Rushey Wood farm, 

Haselbury Plucknett with which I shall deal with on return from Kitzbuhel. I don’t think that an 

objection is likely. The SCC enquiry into the status of Winterhay Lane, Ilminster is ongoing. 

  

The Volunteer Group is still somewhat under employed – the last job was to help with installing 

Kissing Gates at Barrington. I have been told that more work is in the pipeline but we have heard that 

before. 

 

Programme Secretary’s Report 
Programme Enveloping. Programmes will be collected from the printer on Friday 28th June.  A 

problem has arisen in that the envelopes and labels will not be available for collection until the 

Wednesday before programme distribution.  Ruth will contact the Area Secretary so collection can be 

organised to allow the original dates to be adhered to.  John Oliver offered to collect the labels and 

newsletters so enveloping can be done at 2.00 p.m. on Monday 1st July in time for distribution on 

Thursdays 4th July and 11th July. 

Christmas Lunch 2013. The date chosen is Thursday 12th December.  Gerry Ellis has booked the 

Muddled Man at West Chinnock for 1.00pm.  Ruth has kindly agreed to take bookings and payments.   
C Group Summer Supper 2013. The date is Thursday, 18th July and the venue is The Old Forge 

Inn, Curry Rivel. Copies of the menu have already been circulated but Ruth has spare copies if they 

are needed.  The cost per person is £10.50.  The closing date for booking is 1 July.  There will be a 

walk starting at 4.00 pm led by Roger and Eileen.   

D Group Summer Supper 2013   The date is Thursday, 18th July and J’Ann Hart is organising a 

morning D walk at 10.30 from The Prince of Wales at Ham Hill.  This will be followed by lunch 

which will not need to be pre-booked.   
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Publicity Officer’s Report 
A frustrating and disappointing period.  Get Walking Week we had a poster displayed in the Langport 

Tourist Office but no new attendees.  Local press generally unco-operative, they take photographs but 

nothing happens and nothing is published.  Leaflets in shops allied to walking and rambling are 

however popular. 

 

Any Other Business   

Somerset Area Walking Festival – still being organised with funding being required for a date in 

2014.  Also a professional organiser is being sought.   

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 3
rd

 October 2013 at 18 Sandhurst Road, Yeovil. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.02 pm. 


