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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 
held on Thursday 6

th
 February 2014 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mrs W Yates (Chairman), Mr R Clarke, Mr R Cripps, Mrs J Curtis, Mrs R Goodland, Mr 

D Lucas, Mr J Oliver, Mr I Rendall, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes)  

Apologies:   Mr. M King 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 4 October 2013 
The minutes of 4th October 2013 meeting were amended, approved and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Matters Arising    
Ian Rendall reported that under Unrecorded Rights of Way in the Minutes of 4 October 2013 after the 
word approval the words ‘of the unrecorded rights of way’ should be added. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
Wendy Yates, the Chairman, welcomed Roger Clarke and June Curtis to the Committee.  She thanked 
Derek Lucas for the use of his home over many years and Linda and David Fawthrop for the use of 
their home for this meeting. 
 

Committee Meetings 2014  
The dates proposed are: 5 June and 2 October (all Thursdays).  The date for the Group 2014 AGM is 

proposed as Saturday 1 November at the East Coker Village Hall.  
 

Treasurer’s Report June 2013 
Our latest balance is £845.60. 
Since the last committee meeting we have paid £49.90 to cover the printing of the last programme, 

£12.00 for postage of Sunday walkers programmes, £20.00 for publicity and £28.75 to book East 
Coker Hall for the AGM in November 2014. 
We have received £150.00 as the first and second instalments of our annual entitlement from area. 
£200.00 has been received to spend on tools for the footpath working party and this was voted and 
approved by the Committee.  Roger Cripps to email list of equipment agreed to be purchased. 
The Committee voted to add Wendy Yates as a signatory in place of Jim Fewkes. The signatories will 
now be Wendy Yates, Derek Lucas, Ian Rendall and Paul Cullen-James. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 5

th
 February 2014)  

Letters received 

No general correspondence letters have been received during this period. 
 
Walks for MPs 

The RA is anxious for Groups/Members to invite and take MPs on one of their Group’s walks to give 
them first-hand experience of the countryside, its problems and what needs to be done to preserve it.  
There are 269 Rambler members in David Law’s Yeovil constituency and 259 in David Heath’s 

Somerton and Frome constituency..  The Central Office has a ‘tool kit’ to help with organising such a 
visit, eg a draft/standard invite letter etc. 
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Encouraging new members 

To encourage a member to persuade someone to join the RA, Central Office is able to offer a £50 
voucher to be spent with HF Holidays. 
 
Improvements for Members 

Central Office is keen to get feedback from members on how they think the RA could be improved 
for members.  Central Office would like to have our ideas. 

 
Area/Group Boundaries 

The Somerset Area Secretary, David Thompson (relaying a request from Central Office) has asked 
Groups to review Area and Group boundaries.  He would like any anomalies to be reported back to 
him by 21 February 2014.  The present system expresses boundaries in terms of post codes – which is 
not good enough for the RA’s new Group Walks finder.  Discussion took place and a system based on 
local authority areas was thought best.  Walks often took place outside the area of South Somerset 

regardless of being the South Somerset Group. 
 
Somerset Area is split into seven groups which are partly related to the number of members in each 
group.  Clarification is required of what is needed.   
How do other groups spend their money and is this recorded?  Treasurers have to produce a budget 
and that should be taken into account as well as number of boundaries.   
Footpath problems are reported on the local authority areas. 

 

Post of Area Secretary 

The Area is desperate for a member to volunteer to take over the Area Secretary’s job when David 
Thompson retires at the Area AGM later this month.  The applicant may come from any of the 
Somerset Groups.  Ruth Goodland pointed out that the Area AGM takes place this Saturday,  
8 February and she intends to attend.  The AGM was not mentioned in the current programme and in 
future we must ensure the date is included in our programme. 
 

Area Newsletter Editor 
Joan Gubbin informs me her email address has changed to mail@gubbin.co.uk.  The date when Area 
newsletters are available has been changed so it no longer coincides with when our programmes are 
distributed which causes problems.   
 
Use of Members email Addresses 
The proposed note to ask if members would approve of their email addresses being used for 

distribution of programmes might be improved if we ask for approval of it for ‘communicating for 
Ramblers purposes including the distribution of programmes”.  This would allow it to be used also for 
legitimate Ramblers communications.  It was agreed that members email addresses are only for 
sending the programme, not for Head Office.  Members should be encouraged to request email 
programmes to save postage.  Only approximately 30 members currently receive an electronic 
programme and there would be savings on postage if this number is increased.   
 
Membership:- 
Membership shows another small drop, but it is winter time and not good walking weather. 

At 2/01/14 
Individual 100, Joint 109, Individual Concession 52, Joint Concession 52, Life – Individual 3, Life – 
Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6  
Total 327 

At 01/10/13 
Individual 102, Joint 106, Individual Concession 54, Joint Concession 55, Life – Individual 3, Life – 
Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 331 
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Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) 

Nil to report. 
 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 
Diversion order confirmed L3/27 Barrington. 
 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

SCC has made an Order to divert FP Y10/30.  This will move the path away from Kingswood Farm, 
Hardington Mandeville to a line through fields about 100 yards west of the farm buildings.  I have not 
objected as the existing path is through a muddy farmyard, and the extra length is insignificant.  I 
have asked that a dilapidated gate where the path rejoins its original line at the junction with Y11/31 
is made good before the Order is confirmed. 

 
Footpath Secretary West  (R Cripps) 
Broadway. FP No.CH 14/6. This concerns a bridge over the Ding river which was washed away five 
years ago.  SCC state that no replacement is likely  in the near future.  The Area Warden is pursuing 
the possibility of improving an alternative route by replacing stiles with gates. 
 
Ilminster - Winterhay Lane - SCC have made an order adding this lane to the Rights of Way network 

following a lengthy enquiry but the landowners will probably appeal against the decision. 

 
Working Party 

Roger Cripps mentioned the possibility that we may join with the Mendip Group to work in the east 
of the county.  Janet and Roger Lowe are the parish footpath officers for Wincanton and they did not 
see the need to survey the area.  However, the surveying will be undertaken for the purposes of repair 

and maintenance rather than just reporting path problems.  Work to be take place in April. 
 

Programme Secretary’s Report 
Other details, apart from walks, should be collated into the programme.  Wendy Yates and June Curtis 

to discuss these details e.g. dates of AGMs, meetings etc. beforehand when the next programme needs 
to be organised. 
It was agreed that the printer is reasonably priced but the quality is not as good.   
 
Ruth Goodland suggested June Curtis organise the putting together of the programme and then giving 
it to Jim Fewkes for printing.  The programme would still be emailed to Jim Fewkes for printing.  It 
was agreed that Jim Fewkes does not wish to continue his role as Programme Secretary.  Programme 
Secretary to be renamed Programme Co-ordinator.  Also the plan would be to put the walks back into 

date order with one person in charge of the production of the programme.  Ian Rendell raised the issue 
of the programme format which Central Office prefer and in time we should adopt this pattern. 
 
Wendy Yates will approach Jim Fewkes regarding June Curtis taking over the Programme Co-
ordinator role. 
 

Programme Enveloping.  Programmes will be collected from Sam Crabb on Friday 28 Feb and 

delivered to Secretary on Saturday 1 Mar.  Enveloping will take place at Ian Rendall’s house at 2.00 
p.m. on Monday 3 Mar with Daphne Denney and John Oliver assisting.  The D walk distribution will 
be on 6 Mar, the C walk distribution will be on 13 Mar. Ruth Goodland will collect the Area 
Newsletters on Saturday 1 Mar.  Programmes for Sunday walkers will be given to Jean at the earliest 
opportunity and she will distribute as she has opportunity.    
Summer Supper/Lunch 2014  C Group Supper to be held at The Muddled Man on 17th July 2014. 

Roger Cripps was thanked for organising. The menu was approved and Ruth Goodland will issue the 
notice with a vegetarian option included.  Weekend walkers to be included and invited to the event.  D 
Group has been invited to attend but they prefer a lunch rather than an evening meal so J’Ann Hart 
will organise this as usual. 
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Christmas Lunch 11 December 2014  
A vote was taken regarding the C Group Christmas lunch venue and it was agreed the event should be 
held at the Muddled Man.  Ruth Goodland offered to arrange the booking. 

New Walks Leaders. None.  It was mentioned that there are less D walk leaders who are 

having to organise more walks, often going to be same areas on a regular basis with a drop in 

numbers. 
 

Publicity Officer’s Report 
Leaflets are being delivered to shops, libraries, Tourist Boards etc and leaflets are all being taken.  5 
new walkers went on a walk, were given forms but not heard from since.   

 

Any Other Business   

Ruth Goodland reported that new guidelines had been produced regarding Area Reports which makes 
the process lengthy, detailed and time consuming.  A full report is now required from each of the 
Somerset Areas.   The Area Walking Festival is not taking place.  Emphasis is being placed on walks 
for people who can only walk for half an hour, Health Walks.  Walks for half an hour are not going to 

be for members of the ramblers.   
 
Ian Rendall mentioned that the 100 Walks in Somerset and Avon publication needed updating and the 
Group had been requested to help with new walks.   Ian Rendall has further details if members are 
interested in submitting an entry.   
 
It was agreed that Jim Fewkes would be asked to pass on his experience to the Committee.  

 
Website  Manager  
We have received an email from Jean Verkroost as follows   "Some time ago there was a request for 
someone to take responsibility for updating the South Somerset web page. If no-one has offered to 
take that role on I may be interested in doing so, but would need to discuss what the role would 
involve and have some training. Please feel free to mention it at the forthcoming committee meeting." 
It was unanimously agreed that Wendy Yates should advise Jean Verkroost that the Committee were 
pleased to accept her offer and arrangements would be made for Les Stather to be informed. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 5
th

 June 2014 at 11 Manor iew, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT. 


