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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 4th October 2018 at 7.00pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  David Fawthrop (in the chair), Roger Cripps, June Curtis, John Oliver, Ian Rendall,  Stuart 

Thomson and Wendy Yates, Linda Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 

Apologies:   Phil Bradshaw  
 

Minutes of the last Meeting 7th June 2018 
The minutes of the 1st June 2018 meeting were approved and signed by the Joint Chairman, David 

Fawthrop.   
 

Matters arising 
Where walk leaders have failed to include map references, these will be inserted by the Programme  Co-

ordinator when producing the programme.   

 

Acting Chairman’s Report 
David Fawthrop gave give thanks to Ruth Goodland for organising the summer supper which went very 

well.  The Committee thanked Linda and David for hosting the meeting. 

 

Ruth Goodland has booked the Muddled Man for 7 December. Ruth has distributed menus for the 

Christmas lunch.  The price is £17.50 per person.  The menu has been emailed to members and hard copies 

will be distributed on walks.   

 

It was agreed we need 300 programmes as previously and 200 copies of the Somerset Rambler.  Ruth now 

has 90 addresses on the email list.  Last time we had 208 address labels, 130 envelopes and 78 emails.  Ian 

Rendall said he had posted 85.   

 

The Ham Hill launch was very well organised with a large number of members of the public and South 

Somerset Ramblers.  The brochures are on sale at £2 available at the Rangers Office and Tourist Office.  

John Oliver mentioned that the Yeovil Tourist Office had a limited number of brochures available although 

our Ramblers Programmes were on display and the Tourist Office is due to move again soon.  John Day 

has been in touch via email.  He has been asked by the Friends of Ham Hill if users of Ham Hill would like 

to be 'show cased' by them, to promote their group and the Park, as well as hopefully finding more 

volunteers/friends.  The FOHH co-ordinator would like names of groups and contact details.  The 

Committee agreed in principle that we could be interested and would like John to provide more 

information as to what is needed. 

 

Volunteers and Committee Members    Bill Tregillus has volunteered for the working party and also Alan  

Frecknall.  Bill has ruled out sitting on the Committee.  Words to be said at the AGM regarding new blood 

on the committee. 

 

Somerset Rambler - Due to it being highlighted South Somerset had not contributed to the last issue, a 

large entry has been submitted along with a photograph for the next issue. 

 

Numbers attending Walks  - Average monthly numbers adding the two walks together for four weeks and 

taking the average is between 15 and 19.  Holidays, grand parent duties and summer weather seem to have 

contributed to the fall in numbers. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

It was agreed that Programme Distribution would be decided when all the walks have come in.   

 

The Group AGM 2017 will be held on Saturday 3 November at East Coker Village Hall at 2.00 p.m.  

Derek Lucas will lead a walk beforehand.   Wendy Yates has already organised supplies and sufficient 

offers of cakes, refreshments have been made.   

 

John Oliver was thanked for organising the group holiday to Spain and arranging for next year's holiday to 

Menorca. 

 

The Committee discussed possible venues for the Summer Supper.  Cricket St Thomas could handle the 

numbers but organising a walk from there is difficult.  The Yeovil Rugby Club was suggested by John 

Oliver who will make enquiries for next year.  Suggestions could be asked for at the AGM. 

 

Treasurers report October 2018 
The Group’s balance at the end of the financial year stands at £828.14 as detailed in attached accounts. 

This is an increase on last year of £119.75 due to not purchasing tools for the working party and not paying 

working party expenses as originally budgeted - last year’s budget had anticipated a reduction in our year 

end balance. This year’s underspend has been factored into next year’s budget which will see a much 

reduced income from the Area of £357.35 which should bring our year end balance next year to a more 

sustainable level.  The committee approved the year end figures and the accounts will now be 

submitted to Peter Bradford for “independent examination” and also to the Area Treasurer prior to 

presentation to members at the AGM for approval and adoption. 
 

Secretary’s report 
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 3rd October 2018) 

(1) Letters / E-mails received . 

(a)  Ramblers Walking Holidays have sent us a brochure about their walking holidays for the early 

part of next year that should be of particular interest to groups.    Don’t forget the discount  on 

their holidays for Ramblers, as mentioned in the last Secretary’s Report notes. 
 

 (b)  Newsletter from Vanessa Griffiths (R.A.’s C.E.O.) Volunteer information    The latest 

newsletter from Vanessa Griffiths should have now been received by our active group officers and 

committee.   It mentions a “new paths campaign” and gives examples of how some groups have 

attended events and spread the word about “The Ramblers” . 

The newsletter from Vanessa Griffiths now seems to be a monthly event and your Hon. Sec. 

would be interested to know if committee members and other active volunteers are receiving their 

copies by e-mail. 
 

(2)  GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation)    Central Office are now adding to their 

notifications about new members the preferences given for receiving communications by 

e-mail, post, and telephone.     For existing members, they are relying on the members contacting 

C.O. to express their preferences. 

 

(3) New Walk Leader Training.    The RA would be pleased to hear from any new (or existing) 

walk leader if they would be interested in attending a short training session. 
 

Membership:-  
Membership has continued its downward spiral to 258 at the beginning of October 2018 but, 

nevertheless, this is 2 more than it was at the beginning of September 2018. 

At  01/10/18 

Individual  100,   Joint  78,   Individual Concession  39,   Joint Concession  26 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

              TOTAL   258 
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At  01/06/18 

Individual  102,   Joint  80,   Individual Concession  38,   Joint Concession  28 

Life - Individual  2,  Life - Individual Concession  6,  Life – Joint  3,  Life – Joint Concession 4,  

              TOTAL   263 

Publicity Officer's Report 
Another season of general activity, sending programmes to the 10 surrounding Tourist Boards, 

delivering to Yeovil Library, Tourist Board  & Outdoor Wear shops. Doctors Surgery etc.  As in 

the past years, these programmes disappear off the shelf with no noticeable addition to 

membership resulting. I will continue to persevere. 
 

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) - no report received 
 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) - nothing to report. 

 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) - no report received 

 

Footpath Secretary West (R Cripps)  - nothing to report except that the Bridleways Association are 

making a number of claims for bridleways particularly around routes that crossed or were very near the 

busy A303.  Any application leading to a major traffic route is not a good idea.  These applications have 

been turned down. 

 

Volunteer Working Party 
40 surveys have been completed.  On the working party there is a new system for having one set day a 

month and told what day it is.  We only have 5-6 volunteers.  In June the working party were to do a job 

but the landowner changed his mind.  In July the working party replaced gate posts at Beercrocombe 

churchyard.  In August, the work party group cleared a bridleway at Frog St. Farmhouse, Beercrocombe.  

In September the work party warden involved could not get anything organised.  In October on 17th the 

work party will be installing metal gates in Hazelbury Plucknett. 

 

Roger Cripps raised the issue of what happens to the tool after he has stepped down.  It was agreed they 

should go where they will be best used.  They are valued at approximately £200  but are not listed on the 

South Somerset Ramblers Asset Register 

 

Programme Secretary Sunday walk  - no report received.  Jean Verkroost has a full  programme 

 

Programme Secretary Thursday walks 

June Curtis reported that she has a full programme but new walk leaders always welcomed.  In winter 

shorter walks (5 miles) are advised due to mud and adverse weather conditions.  The event at the Wheathill 

Golf Club before Christmas will mean no C walk that day.  It is being put in by Phil Bradshaw as a D walk. 

 

Programme Secretary Short Walks - no report received.  Phil Bradshaw has a full programme. 

 

Programme Enveloping  Ian Rendall to liaise with Ruth Goodland. 

 

Any Other Business  
GDPR   The email that Ruth Goodland issues has a disclaimer which will cover us regarding this issue.   

 

Discussion took place re leaders not turning up on walks and a need to know if walkers are members.  

Roger Cripps suggested that wording should be placed in the programme along the lines of 'members 

should ensure they carry their membership cards at all times on walks'. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 14th February 2019 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne TA18 8JT  at 7.00 pm to be chaired by 

David Fawthrop. 
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