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The Ramblers 

South Somerset Group 

 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting 

held on Thursday 1st October 2015 at 7.30pm 

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne 
 

 

Present:  Mrs W Yates (Chairman), Mr R Clarke, Mr R Cripps, Mrs J Curtis, Mrs R Goodland, Mr 

M King, Mr D Lucas, Mr J Oliver, Mr I Rendell, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 

Apologies:   None received 

 

Minutes of the last Meeting – 4th June 2015 
The minutes of the 4th June 2015 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.  Proposer: John 

Oliver, Seconded: Roger Cripps. 

 

Matters Arising 
None. 

 

Chairman’s Report 
On behalf of the Committee thanks again to Linda and David Fawthrop for the use of their home for 

the meeting.  The Committee agreed that the next meeting be held at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne on 

Thursday, 4th February 2016. 

 

Wendy Yates said as she will  not be standing as chairman next year she would like to thank all of the 

Committee for their support over the past two years.  She is willing to continue in the capacity of 

Publicity Officer.   

 

Appointment of Area Committee members - Ruth Goodland is resigning as Area member 

representative and from the Committee.  She will attend the next Area Meeting which is her last.  She 

will continue with her other involvements for the South Somerset Committee including collecting 

money for Christmas and Summer events, sending out documents to email contacts and arranging and 

collecting printing.  The Chairman and Committee thanked her for her numerous roles she was 

undertaking.   

 

Mervyn King is standing down from the Committee and as Area Representative after five years 

service. 

 

D Group Walks Programme 
Jim Fewkes is retiring from collating the D walks for the programme as from February 2016 issue.  

We therefore need to find a replacement.  John Oliver offered to lead D walks if held on a different 

day. 

 

Sunday Walks Programme 

Jean Verkroost reported that we continue to have a full walks programme. In the Dec 2015 to Mar 

2016 programme we have 2 new walks leaders - Ian Williamson and David Chapman. 
 

Due to the vacancies on the Committee - Chairman, two Area Representatives, D Walk Coordinator 

and committee members, walk leaders are asked at the beginning of a walk to announce our 

requirements for committee members and to contact a current member if interested.    
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Committee Meetings 2016  
The dates proposed are: 4 February, 2 June and 6 October (all Thursdays).  The date for the Group 

2016 AGM is proposed as Saturday 3 November.  

 

Group AGM 2015  
This will be held on Saturday 7 Nov at East Coker Village Hall at 2.00 p.m.  All remaining members 

of the committee are willing to stand again.  They are:- June Curtis, Roger Clarke, Roger Cripps, 

Linda Fawthrop,  Derek Lucas, John Oliver, Ian Rendell and Wendy Yates.  Sufficient offers of cakes, 

refreshments have been made.  Wendy Yates to contact Daphne Denny. 

 

Printing of Walk Programmes 

Rockwell Printers in Taunton have quoted a cost of £8 per 50 copies which are folded and stapled.  

We have requested 350 copies.  There are 55 people receiving their programmes by email. Ruth 

Goodland will send the electronic copies to the printer this month and will collect the programmes 

after printing.   

 

Christmas Lunch 
Ruth Goodland has done a brilliant job in securing a price of £15 from the Muddled Man, West 

Chinnock, for 10 December 2015.  20 plus members have already booked with a maximum capacity 

of 71.   

 

Summer Supper 2016 
The date agreed for the Summer Supper is Thursday 14 July 2016.  We need to book a venue and 

secure a walk leader by the next meeting in February 2016.  A few ideas were put forward.   

 

Web Site Manager 

Ian Rendell mentioned that Jean has applied to be an On Line Walks Finder Editor.  There are 

presently no South Somerset walks on the Walk Finder, a rambler created system, but other Areas 

also have no walks either.  Discussion took place re the Walks Finder.  Derek Lucas mentioned there 

were different grades of walk.  Each group would have its own Editor with a lot of work involved.  A 

Group programme could be produced from the Walks Finder.  Does Jean want to do this?  Wendy 

Yates to contact Jean Verkroost on the matter.  The Committee agreed not to pursue.  Our current 

programme would have to be altered.   

 

Treasurers report October 2015 
Our latest balance is £622.49. 

Since the last committee meeting we have paid £32 to print the Somerset Rambler, £156.65 and 

£32.40 for secretaries expenses, £20.84 for Publicity and £35.15 to cover the printing of the last 

programme, We have received £167.50 as the last instalment of our annual entitlement from area. 

Over the last year we spent £514.94 against a budget of £671. Last year we spent £639.76.  

 

Secretary’s Report 
Notes forming the Secretary's Report and  Correspondence  received  (up to 30 September 

2015) 
Letters/emails received 

Letter dated 17 August 2015 from SSDC has been received to advise us that the Statement of 

Community Involvement (SCI) followed by the SDDC in regard to planning matters needs to be 

updated from the 2007 version still in use. The new document is available for viewing after 2 October. 

 

Group On-line Walks Editor 
Jean Verkroost has applied to become our Group's on-line Walks Editor and confirmation was 

requested from me by Central Office that she was empowered to have the necessary information to do 

this job.  I sent confirmation to Central Office. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
The RA is now an approved Activity Provider for the above scheme. 

 

17/09/2015 Area Support Officer 
At Central Office Christine Hathway has been appointed to this post for a one year period.  One of her 

first jobs is to start giving assistance to Cambridgeshire and Peterborough who are both not able to 

maintain an area committee. 

 

17/09/156 Volunteer Development Days 
Bookings are now being taken by CO for day courses being organised during the coming twelve 

months for volunteers. 

 

23/09/15 The Big Pathwatch Project 

The Big Pathwatch scheme is now nearly half way through the survey period.  Last month there were 

10,000 registrants to the scheme: now it is up to 12292 (of which 71% are new to rambling).  43375 

squares have been surveyed, and 7616 problems discovered that stopped people in their tracks. 

 

29/09/2015 Contact your Local MP 
An email received from CO urges members to make contact with their local MP to try and make sure 

that there is funding available and allocated for the remaining 40% of Coastal Paths still not cleared 

for public access. 

 
Membership:- 
Membership has gone down by 4 overall during the last 3 months.  3 new members joined in August 

and there were no reinstated memberships..  

At 1/09/15 

Individual 96, Joint 102, Individual Concession 47, Joint Concession 44, Life – Individual 2, Life – 

Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 3, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 303 

At 01/02/15 

Individual 98, Joint 105, Individual Concession 46, Joint Concession 44, Life – Individual 2, Life – 

Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 3, Life – Joint Concession 6  

Total 307 

 

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw) 

Photovoltaic park at Henstridge .  No objection 

Confirmation orders on: 

WN 16/4 at Mapperton. 

L 6/6 at Charlton Mackrell 

WN 6/14 etc at Castle Cary/ North Cadbury. 

 

Planning application at Devenish Lane Wincanton adjacent to WN 30/13 - some modification to 

height of boarded fence suggested. 

 

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost) 
14/04971/PAMB At the beginning of the year an application was made to convert a barn to a house in 

Beacon Bottom, Peak Lane, Compton Dundon. I expressed concern with regard to the adjacent 

footpath. That application was refused but an appeal has now been made. 

 

14/04300/FUL Aller Solar Park application was refused in July 2015 

 

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James) 

Hardington Mandeville path Diversion Order:  Y10/26 to be diverted from its present cross-field route 

through crops (usually maize) to a more suitable route along headland.  A second part of this path is to 

be diverted away from the railway crossing on the grounds of safety.  This path is Monarch's Way. 
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Y10/27 to be diverted from present mud-bound track onto adjacent field. 

Y10/33 to be re-routed around farm building.  This formalises the course already in use, the farm 

building having been erected over the line of the path.  I have not objected to this Order. 

Section 53 application made by South Somerset Bridleways Assn to upgrade Y9/46 in East Coker to a 

bridleway.  We were asked for any evidence to support the application, but I have none.  The RA 

would no doubt prefer it to remain a footpath, but the decision will be made based on evidence of use 

by equestrians. 

Footpath Secretary West  (R Cripps) 
Nothing to report. 

 

Phil Bradshaw has requested that Area Footpath Secretaries get an allowance in the budget for 

claiming for long distances to check footpaths.  He is driving over 50 miles to check footpaths.  The 

Treasurer reported that this has been budgeted for.  Wendy Yates will get back to Phil Bradshaw to 

confirm he can claim a mileage allowance (28p a mile). 

 

Working Party 

The volunteer group has just completed 90 footpath surveys for SCC; the failure rate is creeping up 

but there is still a good majority of paths that pass - 65 /70 % this time.  The working party has 

undertaken some clearance in Closworth and replaced four stiles with one new stile and three wooden 

kissing gates, along with some steps and some more clearance - all this at Bruton.   More clearance 

has taken place at Somerton Fishing lakes. 

 

George Warden, Area North reported that faults have been closed which have not been rectified.  Carl 

Earl following up faults that have not been fixed.   

 

Programme Enveloping  Enveloping will take place at Ian Rendell’s on Monday 2nd November.   

 

Any Other Business  

Somerset Area Matters 

Since we do not have a Chairman for our own group we are currently unable to fulfil the requirement 

for an Area Chairperson for the next Area Ramblers year. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

7.30pm on Thursday 4th February 2016 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT. 


	Notes forming the Secretary's Report and  Correspondence  received  (up to 30 September 2015)

