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The Ramblers
South Somerset Group

Minutes of the Committee Meeting
held on Thursday 2nd October 2014 at 7.30pm

at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne

Present:  Mrs W Yates (Chairman), Mr R Clarke, Mrs J Curtis, Mrs R Goodland, Mr M King, Mr D 
Lucas, Mr J Oliver, Mr I Rendall, Mrs L Fawthrop (taking the minutes) 
Apologies:   Mr R Cripps

Minutes of the last Meeting – 5th June 2014
The minutes of the 5th June 2014 meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman.

Matters Arising   
Programme coordinators – lack of D Walk Leaders - it was decided that gaps in the D Walk 
Programme would be announced at walks.  As large numbers are walking on the C walks it was 
suggested that D walks could be upgraded to 5 miles as offering a good alternative to C walks.  

All walk leaders should have a list of walks, dates of walks and a separate sheet of all walk leaders 
and their telephone numbers.  Discussion took place as to whether this information could appear on 
one sheet.  June Curtis to organise. 

Chairman’s Report
Wendy Yates, the Chairman, thanked Linda and David Fawthrop for the use of their home for this
meeting and the Committee agreed that the next meeting be held at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne on 
Thursday, 5 February 2015.  Ian Rendell confirmed that the East Coker Village Hall had been booked 
for the Group 2014 AGM on Saturday 1 November and he will be arranging opening of the Hall. 

Appointment of Chairman and Committee for 2015 
Roger Clarke told the Committee he has decided not to stand for Chairman but wished to remain as a 
Committee member.   The Committee showed their unanimous support for Wendy Yates as 
Chairperson and the wish for her to continue for another year.  

Printing of Walk Programmes
Wendy Yates and Ruth Goodland have obtained quotes from two printing companies:
Snells £150 for 500 folded
Footprintz £115 for 500 of 4 pages

£145 for 500 of 4 pages if folded

It was agreed that 300/350 copies would be more in the range required, this number being based on 
240 addresses (many for two people) and 50 sent out by email making a total of 190 with another 100 
for publicity, new members.  The price could be further reduced if we had the Somerset Rambler 
produced as well and use Footprintz on a regular basis.

Derek Lucas informed the Committee there was no specific allowance for printing.  We currently 
have 550 copies printed.  The quality of the paper would be on a par or better than currently.  Wendy 
Yates would get Jim Fewkes approval before the change takes place.
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The Committee agreed on a quote for 350 at £93 unfolded.  Roger Clarke suggested that we try for 
more members to use email.

Footpath secretaries to be told about the possibility of new solar farm development e.g. Aller near 
Parrett Trail) – a very large site.

Web Site Coordinator Report
Jean Verkroost reported she is happy with regard to updating the website with programmes and 
minutes. Jean would like to know what additional content people would like. This can be done with 
the help of Les Stather.  

Ramblers have made changes to the structure of their web site which means that if people find us 
through "Group Finder" they are taken to a page http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/group-
finder/areas/somerset/groups/south-somerset.aspx from which there is a link to our webpage. I now 
have the rights to customise the above page ie .....south-somerset.aspx. and so could do with 
discussing the wording etc on this page. 

Treasurer’s Report October 2014
Our latest balance is £466.87.
Since the last committee meeting we have paid £48.38 to cover the printing of the last programme, 
£155.00 for tools for working parties, £6.25 for printing a programme insert and £19.08 for stamps for 
publicity.
We have received £75.00 as the last instalment of our annual entitlement from area.
Over the last year we spent £639.76 against a budget of £530. Last year we spent £431.25. We were 
given an extra £200 to spend on tools of which we have spent £155 so far.

Secretary’s Report
and  Correspondence  received  (up to 1st October 2014)
Letters/emails received
A letter dated 26 August 2014 from SSDC has been received to advise us of Modifications to the 
South Somerset Local Plan 2006-2028 and a consultation period ending 10 October 2014.  
Consultation documents can be viewed and found in libraries and various Council Offices in the 
District.
An email has been received from Central Office re Rights of Way.  It says that they should preferably 
go through landscaped or open space areas away from vehicular traffic and be made up of paths.  If 
possible paths on estate roads should be avoided.  Rights of Way Officers are aware of this but 
planners are not.  The RA has a new guidance note on the subject.
Information from the RA’s Chief Executive Office dated 5 September 2014
Ramblers Holidays
The 3 year arrangement with HF Holidays, that brought in over £200,000 finished at the end of 
September.  A new 3 year walking holiday partnership begins on 1 October 2014 with Ramblers 
Worldwide Holidays (RWH) to promote each organisation and their services.  RWH and Ramblers 
will be mentioned on each other’s web sites.  The Chief Executive suggests that Groups place a small 
piece in their newsletters informing members.
The RA’s new Group Walks and Events Manager is now online for walks and replaces the old Group 
Walks Finder.  Since late August every area and group has a dedicated page on the main website.
Volunteer Development Days – the programme for 2013-14 has finished.  294 volunteers attended 
representing 121 groups.  A programme for 2014-15 is underway.
E-mail from Gus Halfhide, Somerset Area Chairman re wind Turbine – Gus has forwarded an email 
he has received from STAG (Stop the Turbine at Gilcombe) near Bruton.  Further details from Ian 
Rendell.
Email from Chief Executive, Benedict Southworth dated 30 September 2014 – Nick Clegg has 
announced that the Government is committed to completing the opening of the English Coast Path by 
2020.  Ramblers lobbying has helped in achieving this promise.
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Membership:-
Membership has gone up to the level it was in January this year.
At 1/09/14
Individual 100, Joint 114, Individual Concession 48, Joint Concession 50, Life – Individual 3, Life –
Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 3, Life – Joint Concession 6 
Total 327
At 01/06/14
Individual 100, Joint 108, Individual Concession 51, Joint Concession 50, Life – Individual 3, Life –
Individual Concession 3, Life – Joint 2, Life – Joint Concession 6
Total 323

Footpath Secretary East (P Bradshaw)
Diversion order at the quarry in Charlton Mackrell.   The DC made the order on 4/6/14 and will , if 
unopposed, be confirmed. The local RA group did not object despite the Working Party clearing the 
path a few years ago.
An application has been made to establish a solar panel farm on the hill above Castle Cary. Carl Earl 
has written to say that the RA group are opposed to the plan as the site is very close to a section of the 
Monarch’s way, the Macmillan way and a section of the Liberty Trail. It would also obstruct the 
views towards Arthur’s Tower.  Apparently, Castle Cary town council have not lodged an objection.

Footpath Secretary North (J Verkroost)
Nil to report.

Footpath Secretary South (P Cullen-James)
SCC has made an Order adding a bridleway from West Coker ridge to Hardington Mandeville, a total 
distance of 560 metres. It will be confirmed if no objections are received by 18 October. For 
members' information, this runs immediately to the west of the nature reserve at Coker Ridge and is 
really for horse riders; walkers have better views from the reserve. 

Footpath Secretary West  (R Cripps)
Nil to report.

Working Party
The Volunteer Group have replaced a sleeper bridge and cleared a blocked up stream bed causing 
flooding problems at another footbridge in Barton St David.  Also the Group have refurbished one 
stile and replaced another at Wyke Champflower near Bruton.
81 Footpath surveys have been completed for Somerset County Council.

Programme Report
Programme Enveloping. Programmes are being picked up on 18th October.  Enveloping will take 
place at Ian Rendell’s on Tuesday 28th October.  

Christmas Lunch 11 December 2014
Ruth Goodland has booked the Muddled Man, forms have been sent out, deposit paid and money is 
coming in.  Ruth was able to negotiate a specifically discounted price for the event.  The D Group 
Christmas lunch is being organised, no details yet.

Summer Supper 2015
Members have mentioned they might like to go somewhere different.  Although there is time before a 
decision has to be made, an arrangement needs to be finalised at the next Committee Meeting in 
February.  The Summer Supper will be held on 16th July.

New Walks Leaders. David Welfare is leading a C walk in the next programme.
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Publicity Officer’s Report
Leaflets are continuing to be delivered to shops, libraries, Tourist Boards etc and leaflets are all being 
taken.  

Any Other Business  
Somerset Area Matters
Mervyn King attended the last meeting held on 12July.  At the meeting Les Stather read out a 
welcome letter for new members.  Our Group may decide to use this when the Committee have seen 
the letter.

The Somerset Area AGM is being held in the South Somerset area on 21 February 2015 at Long 
Sutton Village Hall when we host the event.   Expenses are met by the Area including refreshments.  
Phil Bradshaw is organising a 5 mile walk starting at 10.30 am with Ruth Goodland and Daphne 
Denney are involved with the catering.

Date of Next Meeting
7.30pm on Thursday 2nd February 2015 at 11 Manor View, Crewkerne, TA18 8JT.


